The Inter-Community
School is committed to
providing a supportive
and enabling learning
environment in which all
members of the community
are challenged to achieve
their individual potential,
encouraged to pursue their
passions, and expected to
fulfil their responsibilities.

Our Nursery programme offers children aged 18 months to 3 years
a safe and welcoming place to learn and grow within a supportive
environment. Here are some of the most frequent questions we
receive from prospective parents.
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s the Nursery programme
accredited?

The Inter-Community School is fully accredited
and is an IB World School. The Nursery
programme, which has been approved by
the canton, is considered part of the school
operations and therefore benefits from the
schools accreditation.

hat is the student to teacher
ratio?

We have kept our Nursery programme small in
order to keep the student to teacher ratio low,
with a maximum of 5 children per 1 qualified
teaching staff. Depending on the age of the
child, the ratio is even lower.

While our Nursery programme is not officially
part of the International Baccalaureate, which
starts at age 3, our Nursery children participate
in activities during the day which prepare them
for a natural transition into the IB programme
which starts in Pre-Kindergarten.
STUDENT TO TEACHER RATIO

utrition is very important to
me, what does ICS offer?

We believe that encouraging healthy eating
is very important, which is why ICS has their
own in-house chef. Children in the Nursery
programme are offered a healthy and well
balanced lunch adapted for their age and
specific dietary restrictions.
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y child has grown up in a
multilingual household, will
they have difficulties at ICS?

Not at all, many of the students attending ICS
are multilingual. Our student body includes
over 50 nationalities. We encourage students
to maintain and develop their mother tongue
language, as this is important for their cultural
identity and cognitive development.

NATIONALITIES

The German/English bilingual strand is
offered as part of the Nursery programme
and our youngest children will be supported
in their language acquisition by English and
German-speaking staff throughout the day.

hat does the daily schedule look like?

The Nursery programme is open from Monday to Friday from 08:00 - 17:00.
Here is an example of what a full day might look like:
NURSERY FULL DAY PROGRAMME
Drop-off/Morning Free play

08:00

Morning Circle

08:45 - 09:15

Snack

09:15 - 09:30

Learning Activities
(cognitive development, fine motor skills, independent well-being)

09:40 - 10:50

Outside play/sports

11:00 - 11:45

Lunch

12:00 - 12:30

Quiet time/rest

12:45 - 14:00

Snack

14:10 - 14:25

Learning Activities
(cognitive development, fine motor skills, gross motor skills, independent well-being)

14:30 - 16:00

Free play/Relationship building

16:00 - 17:00

If needed, parents have the possibility to register their child for the Before and After School Care
programme for a minimal additional cost. This would allow parents the flexibility of dropping off their
child between 07:30-08:00 in the morning and picking them up from 17:00 - 18:00.
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oes the Nursery programme
operate throughout the
calendar year?

Yes, the Nursery programme operates
throughout the calendar year. Parents have
the option of enrolling their child for the full
calendar year (48 weeks) or the school
calendar year (38 weeks).

s the Nursery in a separate
location to the rest of the
school?

Our Nursery is located in the Primary School
building, but it has its own designated space
and separate entrance. Children have
their own separate playground as well as
appropriately sized bathrooms. At lunchtime,
meals are delivered to the classroom.
We make sure that there is no need for
the children to transition unnecessarily
through the rest of the building for their daily
activities.

hen can my child join the
programme and is there a limit
on the amount of days?

Parents interested in sending their child
to our Nursery programme can apply and
join throughout the year, space permitting.
The child has to attend at least four slots
(mornings and/or afternoons) which can be
combined to make up the requirement of 2
full days.

oes my child automatically
move up into the
Pre-Kindergarten programme
at ICS, or will we need to
re-apply?

One main advantage of enroling your child
in our Nursery programme is the guaranteed
placement of having your child move up into
the Primary School IB programme. Children
in the Nursery programme will be building
the foundations for the IB Pre-Kindergarten
curriculum through play and relationship
building.
Each year we ask our parents to re-register
for the following school year. As soon as
your child is 3 years old they will transition
automatically from the Nursery programme
to the Pre-Kindergarten group for the
following school year.

am interested, how can I
enrol my child?

For more information about enrolment and
our fees, please contact us via contact@
icsz.ch or by calling 044 919 8300. Our
Admissions Director, Annina Caveng, would
be delighted to speak with you and provide
you with further details on what our Nursery
programme has to offer.
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ICS Inter-Community School Zurich
Strubenacher 3
8126 Zumikon
Switzerland
Tel: +41 44 919 8300
Website: www.icsz.ch
ICS is fully accredited by the Council of International Schools (CIS) as well as the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).

