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Our Mission 
 
At ICS we are committed to providing a supportive and enabling learning environment in              
which all members of the community are: 

● challenged to achieve their individual potential, 
● encouraged to pursue their passions, and 
● expected to fulfil their responsibilities. 

 

 

 
ICS educational philosophy 
 
ICS aspires to: 

● enable all students to mature holistically into flexible and creative thinkers who have 
the confidence to make a difference.  

● promote a warm, inclusive, caring culture. 
● provide a challenging and engaging approach to learning that is collaborative and 

experiential. 
● build strong partnerships between students, their families and the school. 
● be at the leading edge of educational practices. 
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Middle Years Programme Philosophy 
 
The Middle Years Programme (MYP) provides the curriculum for Grades 6-10 at ICS.  The 
programme model places the learner at its centre and reinforces the International 
Baccalaureate (IB)’s belief in educating the whole person, placing importance on student 
inquiry.  Students in Grades 6-10 complete a programme of study across eight subject areas, 
shown on the outer circles of the model.  
 
The programme model shows the student at the centre surrounded by:  
● Approaches to learning (ATL) which demonstrates the importance of developing these 

skills for all their learning. 
● Approaches to teaching which emphasizes the pedagogy at ICS, with an emphasis on 

collaborative learning through inquiry.  
● Concepts which are at the centre of our curriculum rather than content. 
● Global contexts that show that the best learning takes place in context. 

 

MYP Programme Model 
 
Note: 
Individuals and Societies was formerly known as Humanities 
Language and Literature was formerly known as Language A 
Language Acquisition was formerly known as Language B 
Design (Digital X in Grade 6) was formerly known as Design Technology 
Physical & Health Education was formerly known as Physical Education (PE)  
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IB Learner Profile 
The IB Learner Profile aims to develop 
internationally minded people who, 
recognizing our common humanity and shared 
guardianship of the planet, help to create a 
better and more peaceful world. The Learner 
Profile is applied to students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. IB learners strive to 
be: 
 

Inquirers 

Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 

Communicators 

Principled 

Open-minded 

Caring 

Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 
 

Personal Development Programme (PDP) 
The PDP is an integral part of the Grades 6 - 10 curriculum. The programme covers three key 
areas: academics, future planning (universities/careers), and personal-social wellbeing. The 
majority of the programme is delivered during the weekly tutor period and includes tutors, 
teachers and guest speakers. The programme supports skills development in collaboration 
with subject areas. It is not assessed but provides opportunities for students to reflect on 
their learning and development through tutor/tutee review and individual reflection. 
 

Personal Project 
The personal project is a very important part of the MYP for all students. Completed as a 
requirement in the final year of the MYP (Grade 10), it is designed to provide evidence of the 
individual students’ understanding of the Areas of Interaction. The Personal Project is a 
significant piece of work involving planning, research and a high degree of personal 
reflection. 
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Academic Honesty 
All of an ICS student’s submitted work must be their own and students must follow the 
appropriate procedures for acknowledging the use of all publications, including material 
which is freely available through electronic media. The school uses Turn-it-in at 
http://turnitin.com/ to confirm students’ work is their own. This website also gives good 
advice on maintaining academic honesty. These procedures are taught at ICS and a guide is 
provided in the student homework diary. The school has an academic honesty policy, which 
is published on the school website at http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=676. The policy 
explains the difference between academic infringement and malpractice and the 
consequences of both. 

 

Homework 
Homework at ICS is assigned not as a matter of routine but to extend the topics studied in 
class and to give the students an opportunity to work independently. Whilst it is difficult to 
give a hard and fast rule about the amount of time that should be spent on homework, 
students in Grades 6 – 8 should expect that homework will be issued adhering to the ’10 
minute principle’, i.e. that they should have approximately 10 minutes of homework 
multiplied by their grade level 

● Grade 6 students = no more than 60 minutes per night,  
● Grade 7 no more than 70 minutes etc. 

For Grade 9 and 10 students, these guidelines may be exceeded at certain times, according 
to other homework responsibilities. 
 

Students are expected to take increasing responsibility for planning their work. If they are 
involved in extra-curricular activities, they may have to negotiate about deadlines. 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to contact his or her subject teacher if a class is missed due 
to illness, attendance at a sporting activity etc. and to collect the assigned class 
work/homework. 
 

If a student fails to submit assigned tasks by the required due date, the student’s tutor and 
parents will be contacted.  If a student is absent on the day work is to be submitted or a test 
is to be sat, they must submit the work or sit the test as soon as possible on their return.  
 

Mother Tongue Language Policy 
Maintaining and developing language and literacy skills in the mother tongue ensures 
continuous cognitive development, and in parallel with the competence in the language of 
instruction, leads to additive bilingualism. It also provides students with a deeper 
understanding of intercultural awareness and engages students in the language, literature 
and culture of their home country. The maintenance of the mother tongue facilitates 
students’ transition back into the school and society of their home country, should they 
return there. At ICS, students whose mother tongue is German are catered for within the 
school curriculum. For more information about the after school mother-tongue language 
programme please find the contact information on the ICS website Mother Tongue page at 
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=559  
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Service Learning and Community Engagement (SLCE) 
Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful service with 
instruction and reflection to enrich the student learning experiences and strengthen 
communities. Service Learning opportunities are available within the subject areas in the 
MYP and the PDP. Service Learning and Community Engagement also occur through the 
student’s individual activities in and out of the school environment.  Both Service Learning 
and Community Engagement experiences are documented by the students in Managebac 
under SA (Service as  Action). Details of the expectations for students are given to them in 
Managebac. 
  

How do students get involved in Community Engagement activities? 
Students can find out about the range of experiences available through their tutors, regular 
announcements, the ICS Parents’ Association and by contacting Ms Eckstein, the MYP SLCE 
coordinator.  
 
What are the parameters for Service Learning and Community Engagement experiences? 
 
Well-designed service learning experiences in the MYP are based on the five stages of 
service learning:  
 

- Investigation 
- Preparation 
- Action 
- Reflection 
- Demonstration  

 
Students will be expected to document their journey as they engage in their service learning 
experience and reflect on how they have moved through the stages developed as a result of 
their actions.  
 
Service learning experiences fit into four categories: Direct Service (interaction that involves 
people, the environment or animals), Indirect Service (students do not see the recipients 
during the experience, they have verified that their actions will benefit the community or the 
environment), Advocacy (students speak on behalf of a cause or concern to promote action 
on an issue of public interest), and Research (students collect information through a variety 
of sources, analyze data and report on a topic of importance to influence policy or practice). 
 
If students have an idea for a Community Engagement experience, they can check it is 
appropriate by asking the following questions: 

● Am I helping someone (individual, group or organisation) other than myself? 
● Is/are the person or people that I help in need of help? 
● Do they want my service? 
● Is it appropriate to get involved? 
● In the case of environmental activities: Do my actions help preserve, raise awareness 

or have positive consequences for the environment 
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What’s not allowed 
● Basic household chores such as washing dishes, walking dogs, grocery shopping etc. 
● Anything where students are paid for their own profit 
● Anything where students raise money to fund their own activities (eg. fundraising for 

the expedition, for a class party) 
● Anything where someone else profits from the students’ activity (except for 

charities). 
  
Recording Students’ experiences 
Each student will record and reflect on their experiences of Service Learning and Community 
Engagement in their Managebac SA page.  This record will form the basis of the discussion 
between students and their tutors about their growth and commitment as a result of their 
Community Engagement and Service Learning experiences. Entries must be filled in on a 
regular basis and will include reflection on SLCE completed in subject classes, the PDP classes 
and involvement in other programmes at ICS such as Round Square or through external 
organizations or clubs. 
 

 
A view of a student’s SLCE page on ManageBac. 

 
During the Personal Development Programme (PDP): 
One of the five key areas of the PDP curriculum is responsibility. From Grade 6-10, students 
have a different focus point for service learning through this key area.  
  
Round Square 
Round Square is an international organisation linking over 160 international schools around 
the world. Round Square is committed to a holistic approach to education based on the 5 
IDEALS (Internationalism, Democracy, Environmentalism, Action, Leadership and Service). 
ICS Round Square Action Groups, comprised of students from Grades 6-10, meet regularly 
and are active members of the community (local and international). Although not entirely 
focused on Service, these committees carry out several service experiences during the year, 
including a food drive for a local homeless charity, tree planting at a  local animal sanctuary, 
and attending student conferences. Students wishing to get involved with Round Square 
experiences should see Mr McHarg (rmcharg@icsz.ch ) or Ms Eckstein (leckstein@icsz.ch). 
For more information on Round Square please visit http://www.roundsquare.org/ 
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Student Learning Services at ICS 
At ICS we believe in the importance of challenging all students. Within each subject area, 
teachers work to provide enrichment opportunities for students. These opportunities 
deepen student understanding, extend their thinking and enable them to apply skills at 
increasing levels of complexity. In addition to this enrichment, support is provided to 
students for whom English is not a first language and for those who need additional support 
to be successful in the classroom. 
 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
Students who arrive at ICS with limited English skills are supported by the 'English as an 
Additional Language' (EAL) programme. This provides a caring, flexible and supportive 
environment to help students integrate socially and become successful in an academic 
context. 
 
EAL support is provided to help students succeed in the mainstream classroom. Research 
shows that it can take up to seven years for an English Language Learner to reach grade-level 
academic language proficiency. EAL teachers help students develop the language skills, 
learning strategies and cultural awareness needed to be successful at ICS. 
 
Any student for whom English is not the mother tongue is assessed on admission to the 
school. The EAL specialist teachers assess new students’ English language skills, using a 
language placement test as well as an informal interview, in order to decide on an 
appropriate level of support. An EAL support programme is provided for those students who 
have been identified as needing extra assistance to make the most of their study 
opportunities at ICS. 
 
The support options are: 

· English as an Additional Language (EAL) or English for Academic Purposes (EAP) classes 
· Individuals and Societies (EAL) classes 
· English Language and Literature (EAL) classes 
· In-class support in certain subjects such as Science and Individuals and Societies 

 
EAL students are encouraged to show their knowledge and understanding in mainstream 
subjects by completing modified activities and assessments while still developing their 
academic language skills. This may include them carrying out adjusted tasks, or being given 
extra time or individual support. The EAL department also offers homework support after 
school so that students can have one-to-one assistance. 
 
ICS strongly recommends that EAL students maintain and extend their mother tongue 
development in order to add to their learning capabilities. 
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Learning Support (LS) 
The Learning Support department offers assistance to students in the secondary school with 
an identified learning difficulty. The aim is to help them access the IB curriculum as much as 
possible. 
 

The learning support is based on our belief in: 
■ empowering students to take control of their own learning through effective study 

skills 

■ enabling students to build a clear understanding of their specific learning styles. This 
includes their strengths as well as areas of difficulty and assisting students with 
strategies to overcome those difficulties 

■ developing a partnership with subject teachers to help provide differentiated 
classroom strategies which enable students to reach their educational potential  

■ ensuring there is regular communication between the supported student, the school 
and home to maximise learning opportunities. 

 

Experienced learning support staff assist students who require curriculum support. This is an 
out-of-class programme where students are taught either individually or in a small group 
focused on developing specific skills. There is also in-class support within specific subject 
areas. 
 

Additional academic support is also offered through after school drop-in sessions. 
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MYP Grading  
The MYP subjects are graded using Assessment Criteria in each subject area.  All subjects 
have 4 criteria and each criterion will be scored out of 8. An overview of the criteria for 
specific subjects can be found on the next page. 
 
The key factor in MYP grading is that it is criterion related. This serves two functions; 

● it tells the student/parent/ teacher what a student can do. This is indicated with a 
level score (number 1-8). 

● it provides information about what a student has to do to target the next level up 
and make improvements. 

MYP grading describes what a student can do, MYP grading does not rank or relate to class 
averages. It is not norm-referenced and it does not have a pass/fail. 
 

Scoring and Grading 
Individual assessment tasks are scored on a 1-8 scale using the rubrics issued for each 
criterion. Students will receive the score(s) for each assignment when it has been marked by 
their teacher. For this current academic year students will receive electronic notification of 
this on their ManageBac accounts. 

 
At the end of a semester the teacher makes a final judgement of how well the student has 
achieved in each criterion using the same 1-8 scale. This final score in each criterion are 
added to derive a semester grade on a 1-7 scale based on grade boundaries issued by the IB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

11 

 



Subject Assessment Criteria 
The maximum level of achievement for each criterion is 8. 
 

Subject Areas 

Assessment Criteria 

A B C D  

Language and 
Literature 

Analysing Organizing Producing text Using language 

Language 
acquisition 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual 
text 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual 
text 

Communicating Using language 

Individuals and 
societies 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating Communicating Thinking 
critically 

Sciences 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Inquiring and 
designing 
 

Processing and 
evaluating 
 

Reflecting on the 
impacts of 
science 

Mathematics 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Investigating 
patterns 
 

Communicating 
 

Applying 
mathematics 
in real-world 
contexts 

Arts 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Developing skills Thinking 
creatively 

Responding 
 

Physical and 
health education 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Planning for 
performance 
 

Applying and 
performing 
 

Reflecting and 
improving 
performance 

Design 
 

Inquiring and 
analysing 

Developing 
ideas 

Creating the 
solution 

Evaluating 
 

MYP projects Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting 
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Descriptors of Student Achievement for Semester Reports 
 
These describe the grade awarded at the end of a semester. Individual assessments will be 
scored out of 8 using task specific assessment rubrics for the criteria being assessed. 
 

Grade Descriptor 

Grade 
1 

Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant 
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and contexts. Very 
rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using 
knowledge or skills. 

Grade 
2 

Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant 
gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequently 
demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of 
knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills. 

Grade 
3 

Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of 
many concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or 
gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often 
inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar 
classroom situations. 

Grade 
4 

Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most 
concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often 
demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with 
some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in 
unfamiliar situations. 

Grade 
5 

Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of 
concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes 
with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and 
real-world situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations. 

Grade 
6 

Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive 
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative 
thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar 
and unfamiliar classroom and real world situations, often with independence. 

Grade 
7 

Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates 
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently 
demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers 
knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex 
classroom and real-world situations. 

 
 
 
  

13 

 



Extending Learning Beyond the Classroom 
At ICS, we believe that education doesn’t stop once the class is over. Students are challenged 
to explore areas of interest, develop their skills and broaden their knowledge. Each subject 
provides relevant texts, websites and activities for students to support and enhance their 
studies. Details for these can be found in the class links in ManageBac. 
 
See also: 
Learn at ICS 

Learning Beyond the Classroom at http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=549 
Life at ICS 

Extra curricular http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=574 
The Arts http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=577 
Sports programme at “Athletics” http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582 

 

 

  

14 

 

http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=574
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=549
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=574
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=549
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=577
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=577


ManageBac 
ManageBac is the leading planning, 
assessment and reporting platform for IB 
schools. All students and parents in the 
Secondary school have a ManageBac 
account. The initial introduction should be 
sent to the ICS student email account or in 
the case of parents to the email account 
that has been given to the school for 
correspondence. Once logged in we 
recommend that you bookmark the page. The login page is found at 
https://icsz.managebac.com/login and forgotten passwords can be accessed through a request 
which will be sent only to your email account. 

 
 
Assessment 
Students and parents can see upcoming assessments on a calendar.  The performance scores and 
feedback can be seen on an ongoing basis as well as in the end of semester report. 

 
Attendance 
Parents can view the homeroom attendance overview as well as individual lesson attendance. 

                               
 
Other features 
Service Learning and Community Engagement (SLCE) activities, ICS Sport teams, Performing Arts 
Groups and the Personal Project (Grade 10) use ManageBac to plan, organize and inform. Subject 
teachers, tutors and the MYP coordinator can message the students with important information. 
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Grade 9 Personal Development Program 2017-2018 
 
Focus of the Year: Responsibility, Decision-making process, Leadership Skills, and Service 
Learning and Community Engagement 
 
Themes: 

Study 
By the end of Grade 9 students will understand 
that: 
● It is necessary to be able to study 

independently and as part of a group. 
● Setting goals is an essential part of 

improvement. 
● Reflection on experiences helps to apply 

learning in other life situations. 
● Effective time management helps one cope 

with pressure. 
 
 

Health 
By the end of Grade 9 students will 
understand that: 
● It is important to identify and maintain a 

healthy body image. 
● Good health is strongly influenced by 

perception and interpersonal 
relationships. 

● It is very important to be informed about 
sex and sexuality. 

● Good decision making is important in any 
relationship. 

● There are many effects of alcohol and 
substance use and abuse. 

Responsibilities 
By the end of Grade 9 students will understand 
that: 
● Service learning and community 

engagement experiences can be continued 
in years to come. 

● Contributing to the communities to which 
they belong is an essential life skill. 

● Sharing experiences with other Grade 9s is 
an important part of reflecting on their 
responsibilities. 

Behaviour and Ethics 
By the end of Grade 9 students will 
understand that: 
● How you make a decision is important 

when leading a group. 
● There are both risks and rewards in using 

social media. 
● Compromise is essential for group 

harmony. 
 

Work 
By the end of Grade 9 students will understand 
that: 
● Setting short term academic goals can help 

with setting career goals. 
● Use of social media can affect your 

university acceptance and your career 
choice. 

 

 
Delivery 
The programme will be delivered in the Wednesday tutorial Period 1 each week along with 
formal assemblies for student presentations and recognition. 
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Activity Days – 13th-15th  September, 2017. 
● Students will participate in a Zurich city scavenger hunt with the aim of better 

understanding the historical and cultural significance of Zurich. 
● A focus on activities which help students become more aware of their thinking 

patterns, make changes to unhelpful thinking patterns, and avoid mindtraps. 
 

 
Field Trip Week – June 11th-June 15th, 2018. 
Students will be presented with different types of field trips (leadership/outdoor 
education/performing arts) . 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
Mr Boris Lautrette  blautrette@icsz.ch 
Ms Ana campo acampo@icsz.ch 
Mr Phil Miller pmiller@icsz.ch 
Ms Elinor Osborne eosborne@icsz.ch 
Mr Chris Moore cmoore@icsz.ch 
Ms Yseault McDonald ymcdonald@icsz.ch 
 
Alina Wrona-Eden, Middle School Counsellor  AWronaEden@icsz.ch 
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Grade 9 Language & Literature English 
  
What is studied? 
ICS English units combine thematic exploration of human experience through literature, and 
language development in reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing. Grade 9 studies: 

Unit 
1 

The Short Story Craft 
(short fiction study) 
 
Core text: 
Department-created 
anthology of both 
classic and modern 
short stories 

Students will develop an understanding of literature through the 
lense of the short story (horror) genre. They will focus on the 
author’s craft and how suspense and tension are created through 
the use of language and literary devices.  
 
Key skills:  Analysing unseen passages from short stories; Using 
textual evidence, embedded in own writing, to support assertions; 
Varying word choices, sentence length, and sentence construction 

Unit 
2 

Mass 
Communication, 
Culture and Media 
Literacy 
 
Core text: 
Department selected 
texts from a variety 
of sources, genres 
and text types 
 

Students will develop an understanding of how mass media and 
communication have evolved over the past 150 years and 
consider the impact this has had on the way language (visual, 
written and oral) is transmitted and received.  
 
Key skills: Introduction to a variety of text types and their 
conventions. Analysing the impact of language in various forms of 
media. Producing text: applying specific conventions to well 
planned and organised original texts.  

Unit 
3 

Conflict and Power - 
A Novel Study 
 
Core text: The 
Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian 
by Sherman Alexie 

Thematically, students will explore the extent to which the 
relationships formed in adolescence shape the future. 
 
Key skills:  Analyzing the effects of authorial decisions in literature; 
Discussing the implications of textual evidence used to support 
ideas in writing and speaking; Writing well-developed, 
well-organized paragraphs and essays; Embedding quotations 
correctly and fluently within sentences 

Unit 
4 

Shakespeare (drama 
study) 
 
Core text:  Romeo 
and Juliet 

Students will study the universal ideas of inter-generational 
tension and the rash decisions of both youths and adults.  A key 
unit question is as follows: How does Shakespeare explore issues 
relevant to us today?  
 
Key skills:  Using context clues, root words, and visualization for 
reading comprehension; Understanding and analyzing the 
content, language, structure and meaning of the play; 
Comprehending the effects of the author’s choices on the 
audience; Writing analytical responses to key passages 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s English teacher or Ms.Claire Cosentino Head of 
Language & Literature Grades 6-12 (ccosentino@icsz.ch).  
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Grade 9 Language & Literature German (Mother Tongue) 
  
What is studied? 
In Grade 9, students will cover the following topics: 
  

Unit 
1 

Freundschaft, Liebe 
und so weiter 

Inhalt: Freunde sind wichtig. Freunde suchen und finden. 
Rechtschreibstrategien; Grammatikwiederholung. Hermann Hesse, 
Unterm Rad und Sibylle Berg, Habe ich dir eigentlich schon erzählt. 

Unit 
2 

Selbstständig lernen / 
Mir auf der Spur 

Inhalt: Bücher, Bücher, Bücher; konzentriert lesen; Grundbegriffe der 
Literaturanalyse. Text: Kafka, Die Verwandlung 

Unit 
3 

Reiseliteratur Inhalt: Textsorte Reiseliteratur; Grundbegriffe der Literaturanalyse 
vertiefen. Text: Christian Kracht, Faserland 

Unit 
5 

Gedichte, Lyrik - 
Goethe, ein 
klassischer Dichter  

Inhalt: (Auszüge aus) Die Leiden des jungen Werther; Prometheus; ein 
Gedicht genau lesen und  interpretieren. Grundbegriffe der 
Gedichtanalyse (Strophen, Verse, Reim) 

Students will read novels, short stories and poems. The students are required to supplement their 
language learning with resources such as Internet, German TV, non-fiction texts, novels and 
magazines relating to the interests of the student. 
  
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 
A: Analysing   
B: Organizing   
C: Producing text   
D: Using language   
  
Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
  
What types of assessment will take place? 
The following chart summarizes the tasks students will complete to document what content they 
have learned, and what they are able to do. 

Tasks and strategies Criteria 

Oral tasks(e.g. role-plays, speeches, discussions) A, B, C, D 

Written tasks(e.g. essays, reports, articles, letters) A, B, C, D 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s German teacher or the Head of Language & 
Literature, Claire Cosentino (CCosentino@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 9 Language Acquisition 
 
The following aspects are common to all language acquisition classes. The individual programs for 
each language follow on the next few pages. 
 
What are Phases in language learning? 
Each phase represents a developmental continuum of language learning. There are 6 phases that can 
be categorized broadly as:  

1-2 Basic Users  
3-4 Independent Users 
5-6 Proficient Users 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed on all MYP criteria for a specific phase during each semester : 
 

A: Comprehending spoken and visual text – to assess the student’s understanding of spoken 
materials with a visual element   
B: Comprehending written and visual text – to assess the student’s understanding of written 
materials with a visual element   
C: Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text – to measure the student’s 
ability to respond in the target language to spoken, written and visual  stimuli in the target 
language   
D: Using language in spoken and written form– to measure the student’s understanding of 
language structures and vocabulary, and the ability to apply the language rules to a given 
task   

 
What types of assessment will take place? 

Tasks and Strategies Criteria  

Comprehending spoken and visual texts: e.g. showing understanding of news reports, 
video clips, films, speeches,  presentations and interviews 

A 

Comprehending written and visual texts: e.g. showing understanding of posters, 
advertisements, news articles, brochures 

B 

Oral tasks e.g. presentations, interviews, role-plays C and D 

Written tasks: e.g. short texts, quiz, poster projects, e-mails, diaries and blog entries C and D 

Grammar structures and topic-related vocabulary will be assessed regularly during 
the work on the units. 

D 
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Grade 9 German Language Acquisition  
Who is this course for? 
All students who are not taking the German Language & Literature course must take this course. 
Studying German is a local education authority requirement. 
 
Students will start in the phase appropriate to their prior language learning experiences. The phases 
taught in Grade 9 are shown below and on the next few pages. 
 
What is studied? 
Added to the following topics that will be covered this year, we endeavour to include current events 
and areas of special interest. 

Phase 1 

Unit 1 Personal 
biographies 

Topic related vocabulary, regular and irregular verbs in the present 
tense, personal and possessive pronouns in the nominative, simple 
sentence structure, interrogatives. 

Unit 2 School and daily 
routine 

Topic related vocabulary, expansion of verbs in present tense, 
definite and indefinite articles, introduction to the accusative, 
possessive pronouns and negation, ordinal numbers. 

Unit 3 Hobbies and free 
time 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present tense, introduction of 
modal verbs, introduction to temporal and local prepositions, 
introduction to conjunctions (“weil”) and review. 

Unit 4 Shopping: food, 
drinks and clothes 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of regular and irregular verbs in 
the present tense, adjectives: comparatives and superlatives, plural 
forms and review. 

Unit 5 House, home and 
directions 

Topic related vocabulary, present tense and all modal verbs, 
prepositions (local), review of the nominative and accusative cases, 
and review of all covered language structures. 

 

Phase 2.1 

Unit 1 Rules and 
Regulations 

Topic related vocabulary, review of modal verbs, revision of present 
tense, sentence structure, introduction to the imperative. 

Unit 2 Environments 
Home and School 

Topic related vocabulary, introduction to the prepositions, further 
study of conjunctions. 

Unit 3 Characteristics: 
describing 
people/animals 

Topic related vocabulary, adjective endings with indefinite articles, 
review of personal and possessive pronouns, consolidation of 
sentence structure. 

Unit 4 Storytelling: oral 
and written 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of and consolidation of the perfect 
tense, phrases necessary for expressing past events. 
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 Phase 2.2 

Unit 1 Travel and 
holidays 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present and the perfect tense, 
prepositions with dative and accusative, and review. 

Unit 2 Festivals and 
celebrations 

Topic related vocabulary, direct and indirect object, personal 
pronouns in the dative case. 

Unit 3 Healthy Lifestyles Topic related vocabulary, revision of regular and irregular verbs, 
reflexive verbs, introduction to future tense, review of sentence 
structure with statements and questions and with conjunctions. 

Unit 4 Nature and the 
environment 

Topic related vocabulary, imperative, review of adjective endings 
(indefinite articles) and review. 

 

Phase 2.3 

Unit 1 Learning Biographies 
and Memories of 
School 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present and the perfect 
tense, revision of simple and complex sentence structure, use of 
conjunctions and prepositions 

Unit 2 Famous Personalities Topic related vocabulary, review of the simple past, personal 
pronouns and the indefinite pronouns, verbs with preposition, 
direct and indirect objects, reflexive verbs 

Unit 3 All our senses Topic related vocabulary, adjective ending, review of direct and 
indirect objects, possessive pronouns 

Unit 4 What is beauty? Topic related vocabulary, adjectives and adjective endings, modal 
verb, introduction of the subjunctive, complex sentence structure, 
future tense 

  

Phase 3.1 

Unit 1 Earning and 
spending money 

Topic related vocabulary, review and extension of language structures 
with the four cases, infinitive constructions, conjunctive 

Unit 2 Conflicts and 
peer pressure 

Topic related vocabulary, review and consolidation of relative clauses, 
adverbial and prepositional clauses 

Unit 3 Children’s rights Topic related vocabulary, modal verbs in different tenses, review of 
adjective endings with definite and indefinite articles 

Unit 4 Inventions and 
discoveries 

Topic related vocabulary, review of noun cases, word order with 
independent clauses and dependent clauses for different conjunctions, 
prepositions and cases, introduction of the Plusquamperfekt verb tense 
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Phase 3.2 

Unit 1 The media Topic related vocabulary, review of word order with conjunctions, 
independent clauses and independent clauses, relative clauses in 
different noun cases. 

Unit 2 Environment and 
travel  

Topic related vocabulary, Accusative and Dative prepositions, 
prepositions plus “da-” and “wo-”, Future tenses. 

Unit 3 Language is Art 
and Art is 
Language  

Topic related vocabulary, Adjective endings in different noun cases 
(definite articles and indefinite articles), verbs with Dative objects, verb 
constructions with prepositions, “zu” and “um … zu” verb 
constructions, the subjunctive mood (introduction). 

Unit 4 Future plans and 
goals 

Topic related vocabulary, Genitive case review (including pronouns and 
relative clauses), word order with adverbial and prepositional 
information: time/cause/mode/place, verbs with reported speech 
(“Indirekte Rede”), coordinating and correlative conjunctions. 

 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s German teacher or the Head of Foreign 
Languages Mr C. Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 9 Language Acquisition French (Phases 3/4)  
 
Who is this course for? 
This is the continuation of a beginners course from Grade 6. It is not suitable for anyone joining who 
is a beginner or near beginner. Most students will be in the phase 3 for grade 9. The primary aim is to 
give students enough experience in the language to reach phase 4 by the end of Grade 10 and 
become successful candidates for French B in the IB Diploma. 
 
What is studied? 
Added to the following topics that will be covered this year, we endeavour to include current events 
and areas of special interest. 

Unit 
1 

L’amitié et 
l’amour 
(Friendships 
and love)  

Topic-related vocabulary, qualities and faults, what attracts us to other 
people, revision and extension on adjectives, relative pronouns qui and que, 
feelings and peer pressure.  
Grammar covers: Pronominal verbs with present and past tenses; Personal 
and possessive pronouns; Direct and indirect object pronouns. 

Unit 
2 

Les conflits de 
générations 
(Intergenerati
onal conflict) 

Topic-related vocabulary, relationship between parents/children, 
parents/teenagers arising issues. 
Grammar covers: Pronominal verbs with future and conditional tenses; Plus 
que parfait; Modal verbs pouvoir et vouloir.  

Unit 
3 

Mes Sorties Topic-related vocabulary, going out and knowing rights and responsibilities 
of teenagers, freedom/ constraints, fairness/unfairness. 
Grammar covers: Impersonal forms; Modal verbs devoirs et falloir. 

Unit 
4 

Mon avenir 
(The future)  

Topic-related vocabulary, further education and students’ vision of the 
future (for themselves and for the world), challenges/hopes for the future. 
Grammar covers: Future tense vs Conditional; Si + Imparfait. 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s French teacher or the Head of Foreign 
Languages Mr C. Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch).  
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Grade 9 Language Acquisition Spanish (Phases 2&3) 
 
Who is this course for? 
This is the continuation of a beginners course from Grade 6. It is not suitable for anyone joining who 
is a beginner or near beginner. Most students will be in the phase 3 for grade 9. The primary aim is to 
give students enough experience in the language to reach phase 4 by the end of Grade 10 and 
become successful candidates for Spanish B in the IB Diploma. 
 
What is studied? 
The following topics will be covered this year: 

Unit 1 At home and at 
work 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present, preterit, imperfect and 
future tense,  verbs ser and estar, use of desde hace, lo + adjective, 
negatives 

Unit 2 Health Topic related vocabulary, impersonal verbs, conditional tense 

Unit 3 Shopping Topic related vocabulary, revision of immediate future, revision of 
demonstratives adjectives, revision of comparatives and 
superlatives, position of object pronouns 

Unit 4 Going out Topic related vocabulary, revision of conditional tense, the passive 

Unit 5 Myself Topic related vocabulary, revision of ser and estar, verb ser followed 
by adjectives describing personality, para + infinitive, prepositions 
por and para 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Spanish teacher Ms Ana Campo 
(acampo@icsz.ch) or the Head of Foreign Languages Mr C. Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch).   
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Grade 9 English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
 
What is studied?  
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) is for EAL students who need to develop their higher academic 
English language skills and/or study skills. The aims of this course are to extend and develop reading, 
writing and presentation skills necessary for success at the IB Diploma level. The topics will be linked 
to MYP subject specific curricula. 
 
9.1  Using the Writing Process: Comparing and 
contrasting with tense and register 

The Writing Process - English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP) 

9.2 Nothing But the Facts: Understanding data 
analysis and presenting research finding 

Data Analysis and Research 

9.3 Health and Our Habits: Note-taking and the 
cause or effect essay  

Language Mechanics: Use of key words and 
transitions 

9.4 A Beautiful Mind: Personal learning and 
comprehension strategies 

Developing the Writing Process 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed using the six phases of the language acquisition subject group. The phases 
represent a developmental continuum of additional language learning. Depending on their English 
language proficiency level, students may be assessed in any phase on the continuum.  
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria in each semester: 

A: Comprehending spoken and visual text   
B: Comprehending written and visual text   
C: Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text   
D: Using language in spoken and written form   

 
Students will be assessed at least twice on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 

Tasks and Strategies 

Oral tasks (e.g. role-plays, speeches, presentations) 
Reading comprehensions (questions based on given text) 
Written tasks (e.g. short texts, quiz, poster project, letters/emails, diary entries, essays, blogs) 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s EAL teacher or the Head of English as an 
Additional Language in the Secondary School,  Ms Verena Burkart (vburkart@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 9 Mathematics  
 
What is studied? 
Students in Grade 9 Mathematics cover the following topics: 
 

Unit 1 Quadratic Patterns 
Linear and quadratic patterns applied to real-life problems. 

Unit 2 Quadratic Functions and Equations 
Solving quadratic equations by factorising and formula. Applying knowledge of 
quadratics such as the discriminant, symmetrical properties, vertices and 
transformations. 

Unit 3 General Trigonometry 
Trigonometric ratios, sine and cosine rules, areas of triangles. Application to 
real life problems. 

Unit 4 Circle Geometry 
Circle properties. Geometrical constructions using knowledge of circle 
properties. 

Unit 5 Applications of Probability  
Finding probabilities for independent and dependent events using various 
methods and applying this to problem solving. 

The units are subject to change due to possible interdisciplinary needs and course development. 

Mathematics is taught in mixed ability groups. Support is provided for one class with students who 
may require additional help. 

Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 
A. Knowing and understanding 

B. Investigating patterns 

C. Communicating 

D. Applying mathematics in real-life contexts 

 
Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 

 
What types of assessment will take place? 
A variety of assessments are given throughout the course, including quizzes, tests, investigations and 
real-life modelling tasks. All forms of assessment may be used to determine grades.  
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Mathematics teacher. 
 
Derek Hill Chris Moore 
dhill@icsz.ch cmoore@icsz.ch  
 
Eric Eckstein (Head of Mathematics Department) 
eeckstein@icsz.ch  

27 

 

mailto:dhill@icsz.ch
mailto:eeckstein@icsz.ch
mailto:eeckstein@icsz.ch
mailto:cmoore@icsz.ch


Grade 9 Science 
 
What is studied? 
The instructional materials used and curriculum followed were specifically written to challenge 
students in interdisciplinary understanding of Science.  
 
Students studying MYP Grade 9 Science will complete the following units: 

Unit 1 The particulate 
nature of matter 

The processes involved in and the impacts of shrinking 
lakes around the world. 

Unit 2 Atoms, Elements 
and the Periodic 
table 

Students will learn about the organization of the 
periodic table and the impacts of using rare metals in 
technological devices. 

Unit 3 Nutrition and 
Genetics 

Students will learn about micronutrients and discuss 
possible solutions to global vitamin deficiencies. 

Unit 4 Chemical 
Reactions and 
Enzymes  

Students will learn about chemical reactions and the 
reasons for altering the speed of a chemical reaction. 

 
Each student has access to a reference book named  “Science dictionary and study guide” Oxford 
University Press. There are sections of this book that give the basic concepts and diagrams for each of 
the units. Additionally, for each unit, study notes will be posted on the Google Science Site for 
students reference.  
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

A: Knowing and understanding   
B: Inquiring and designing   
C: Processing and evaluating   
D: Reflecting on the impacts of science   

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
A variety of assessments are given throughout the course. These may be quizzes, tests, lab reports, 
essays and projects to determine the progress of learners. All forms of assessment may be used to 
determine grades. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions?If you have any questions, please contact your child’s 
Science  teacher: Ms Anna Zwart (azwart@icsz.ch) or  Mr. Sean Healey (shealey@icsz.ch) whom is 
also Head of Department.  
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Grade 9 Individuals & Societies 
  
What is studied? 
Over the course of this year the 9th Grade students will study the following topics in Individuals & 
Societies: 

Unit 1 
The Industrial 
Revolution and 
its 
Consequences  

Students will investigate how changes in manufacturing processes originating 

in Europe in the 18th Century led to wide-ranging economic, social, political 

and environmental changes around the world. Key concepts will be change, 

causality and technical innovation, and skills students will practice are 

evaluating primary sources and writing well-supported essays. Students will 

be engaged in group presentations, guided and independent research as well 

as a variety of activities in the classroom.  

Unit 2 
Population 
Dynamics 

In this unit focused on the Geography strand, students will examine the ways 

in which population dynamics evolve as societies develop economically 

across time and space. They will study the demographic transition as it has 

occurred in specific countries and learn about the models that have been 

created to explain these changes. Students will be challenged to consider the 

impacts these changes have on individual societies and then on the world as 

a whole.  

Unit 3  
Global Food 
Production 

Global Food Production is a unit of study focussing on the History and 

Economics strands. Students will learn about the history of innovation in 

food production and the market forces that drive production, distribution 

and supply. Students will study the Agricultural Revolution, the Green 

Revolution and modern industrialised agriculture.  

Unit 4 
War as a 
Transformative 
Force 

This history-focused unit will involve students investigating the many 

significant political economical, social and technological changes that 

occurred as a result of the wars of the early 20th century. Students will have 

the opportunity to develop further their research, writing and critical 

thinking skills as they consider the transformative nature of these wars. 

 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria each semester: 

A: Knowing and understanding   
B: Investigating   
C: Communicating   
D: Thinking critically   

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Individuals & Societies teacher, Mr Peter Heath 
(pheath@icsz.ch), Mr Simon Parker (sparker@icsz.ch), Ms Yseault McDonald (ymcdonald@icsz.ch), 
Mr Richard Parker (rparker@icsz.ch) or the Head of Individuals & Societies, Ms Sarah Mannino 
(smannino@icsz.ch).  
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Grade 9 Design 
 
Grade 9 Design 
 
Rationale 
In Grade 9 Design we aim to deliver a highly responsive curriculum that inspires creative 
and innovative thinking, promotes authentic learning experiences and facilitates deep 
learning by connecting to real-world contexts. 
 
What will students be learning in Design?  
Students will design, in teams, products that represent ‘Sustainable Innovation’. They will 
need to consider their target audience and the marketplace. Students will engage in 
design-based thinking and as a result be introduced to business concepts to bring their 
product to market. Whilst working on developing their ideas students will need to 
collaborate effectively and utilise project management tools as a means of fostering 
entrepreneurial thinking. 
 
How will the course be structured? 
Students will work in teams to develop their product during class time. They will take part in 
an exhibition during which a panel of external and internal experts will determine which 
projects have an innovative product.  
 

 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Students are assessed against the four Design MYP criteria. These criteria are: 
A. Inquiring and analyzing  
B. Developing Ideas 
C. Creating the solutions  
D. Evaluating 

 
             Tasks and strategies Semester 1 Semester 2 

● Explaining and justifying the need 
● Identifying and prioritising the research 
● Developing a Brief 

 
A 

 
A 

● Developing a Specification 
● Developing innovative Ideas 

 

 
B 

 
B 

● Constructing a plan 
● Demonstrating technical skills 
● Following the plan 
● Justifying changes made to the design 

 
C 

 
C 

● Evaluating the success of the solutions 
● Explaining how the solution could be improved 
● Explaining the impact of the solution 

 
D 

 
D 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Design teacher or the Head of Design, 
Mr Jonathan Bradley (jbradley@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 9 Physical and Health Education 
 
What is studied? 
The Grade 9 units vary from traditional Games such as football and racket sports to sports like 
ultimate Frisbee as well as a variety of aesthetic activities.  The units are geared towards encouraging 
fitness for life through a conceptual learning approach.  Within the Grade 9 fitness unit students 
develop their understanding of the principles of training and are asked to try and adapt these 
principles to the specific needs of individuals by planning and delivering and then evaluation circuit 
training session. 
 
What should students bring to class? 

● The proper PHE kit in G9 at ICS consists of the following:  
● White or orange T-shirt  and blue or black shorts or track/athletic pants 
● Proper athletic shoes with non-marking soles, such as, joggers or court shoes (basketball, 

volleyball, tennis, etc.). Skateboarding shoes will not be allowed. Students will need TWO 
pairs of shoes, one indoor and one outdoor pair, as well as at least two T-shirts and two pairs 
of shorts/pants are required.  The second set should be left in their locker for emergency. 

● Towel for showering after class. 
 
Students SHOULD NOT BRING VALUABLES TO PE CLASS.  Any valuables should be left in their 
lockers. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

Criterion A:  Knowing and understanding   
Criterion B:  Planning and performance   
Criterion C:  Applying and performing   
Criterion D:  Reflecting and improving performance   

 
What types of assessment will take place? 

Fitness Written 
assignment
s 

Planning and 
performing 
and program 
or sequence. 

Skills 
performance 
 

Personal 
engagement 
and goal 
setting. 

Invasion games    C D 

Striking and fielding games    C D 

Aesthetics   B C D 

Net wall games -  A    

Track and Field    C D 

Fitness  A B   

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Physical & Health Education teacher or the 
Head of Physical and Health Education, Matt Febrey mfebrey@icsz.ch 
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Grade 9 Drama 
 
Students in Grade 9 Drama explore the concepts of Change, Aesthetics, Identity and Communication 
through a balance of performing, production, devising, ensemble-building and experimenting. 
Students will maintain a Process Journal to document their reflective and creative process.  The 
Grade 9 Drama course is designed to prepare students for further study in Drama, as well as 
developing life-long skills and understandings. 
 

Unit 
1 

Communication: Theatre of 
the Oppressed 

Students will understand that theatre can be a vehicle for 
change through their exploration of Augusto Boal’s theories of 
theatre. 

Unit 
2 

Change:  Commedia 
dell’Arte 

Students will understand that while comedy is dependent on 
certain universal ‘rules’, cultural factors heavily influence 
specific forms of comedic theatre.  

Unit 
3 

Identity:  Shakespeare 
Transformed 

Students will understand that universal themes are enduring, 
and as we play with established pieces of theatre we discover 
new ways in which to express these ideas which are relevant 
to our own and other cultures. The students will use World 
Theatre traditions to adapt ‘Macbeth’. 

Unit 
4 

Aesthetics: Puppetry Students will understand that exploring a new genre of 
theatre allows us to create a new narrative, learning about 
different styles of puppetry and creating their own puppets 
and performance. 

  
What should students bring to class? 
Students should bring: 
Pencil case; diary/planner; their own laptop or device 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 
Criterion B: Developing skills 
Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
Criterion D: Responding 

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
  
What types of assessment will take place? 
Performing tasks Devising tasks 
Production tasks Collaborative and ensemble building tasks 
Oral presentations Visual presentations 
Written tasks (projects, assignments) 
  
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Drama teacher (Kirsten Chaplin 
kchaplin@icsz.ch) or the Head of Performing Arts, Melanie Ward mward@icsz.ch. 
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Grade 9 Music 
 
What is studied? 

Students in Grade 9 Music explore the concepts of Change, Aesthetics, Identity and Communication 
through performance, composition, listening, music theory, and inquiry into musical styles and 
genres.  Students will maintain a Process Journal to document their reflective and creative process. 
The Grade 9 Music course is designed to prepare students for further study in Music, as well as 
developing life-long skills and understandings. 

Unit 
1 

Communication: 
Protest Music 

Students will develop an understanding of music’s ability to communicate, 
through the study of Protest Music.  They will develop practical 
instrument and ensemble skills to perform a Protest song in a group. 

Unit 
2 

Change: 
Mash-Ups 

 
Students will explore the concept of change through the study of musical 
mash-ups.  They will apply knowledge and skills to create an original 
mash-up. 

Unit 
3 

Identity: 
Instrumental 
Music 

Students will explore instrumental music through history and from around 
the world, and how music reflects the identity of different social, historical 
and cultural contexts.  They will develop practical skills through the 
rehearsal and solo performance of a piece of instrumental music. 

Unit 
4 

Aesthetics: 
Theme and 
Variation 

Students will explore the concept of aesthetics by taking a simple musical 
idea and developing it.  They will analyse the techniques used in 
traditional Theme and Variation compositions and apply them to create an 
original piece of music. 

 
What should students bring to class? 
Pencil case Diary/planner 
Theory book (when required) Instrument (when required) 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria:  

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 
Criterion B: Developing skills 
Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
Criterion D: Responding  

Students will be assessed on all criteria in each unit.  All criterion are out of eight. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Performing tasks Composing tasks 
Listening tasks Oral presentations 
Visual presentations Written tasks (projects, assignments) 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
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If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Music teacher (James Waterkotte, 
jwaterkotte@icsz.ch) or the Head of Performing Arts (Melanie Ward, mward@icsz.ch)   
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Grade 9 Visual Arts 
 
What is studied? 
 

Unit 
1 

Vanitas Whilst studying Still lIfe painting students learn skills of drawing and painting to 
create realism Using this medium they express their own values through 
symbolism in a final artwork. 

Unit 
2 

Photography 
 

Students aim to capture an issue important to them through photography. 
Students learn about the aesthetic considerations of composition as the power 
of visual imagery. 

Unit 
3 

Chaos v’s 
Order 

Whilst exploring the ideas and processes of Abstract Expressionism, Students 
will work with paint to communicate action, emotion and the power of 
composition. 

 
We develop the student’s Art skills from conception, through research, planning, realisation and 
presentation. Students learn how to acquire and master appropriate technical skills as well as how to 
analyse, appreciate and present ideas about Art from different cultures and times. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria in each semester: 

A: Using Knowledge   
B: Developing skills   
C: Thinking creatively   
D: Responding   

 
What types of assessment will take place? 

Tasks and strategies Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Oral tasks - brainstorming, discussion presentation A C A  D   A 

Written tasks - research, analysis and reflection C D C D A C  

Creating - plans, studies, artworks B C B C  B D 

The Process Journal is an integral part of the program and its assessment so will be used and 
assessed throughout the year. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Visual Arts teacher and the Head of Visual Arts, 
Janet Howell (jhowell@icsz.ch). 
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