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Our Mission 
 
At ICS we are committed to providing a supportive and enabling learning environment in              
which all members of the community are: 

● challenged to achieve their individual potential, 
● encouraged to pursue their passions, and 
● expected to fulfil their responsibilities. 

 

 

 
ICS educational philosophy 
 
ICS aspires to: 

● enable all students to mature holistically into flexible and creative thinkers who have 
the confidence to make a difference.  

● promote a warm, inclusive, caring culture. 
● provide a challenging and engaging approach to learning that is collaborative and 

experiential. 
● build strong partnerships between students, their families and the school. 
● be at the leading edge of educational practices. 
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Middle Years Programme Philosophy 
 
The Middle Years Programme (MYP) provides the curriculum for Grades 6-10 at ICS.  The 
programme model places the learner at its centre and reinforces the International 
Baccalaureate (IB)’s belief in educating the whole person, placing importance on student 
inquiry.  Students in Grades 6-10 complete a programme of study across eight subject areas, 
shown on the outer circles of the model.  
 
The programme model shows the student at the centre surrounded by:  
● Approaches to learning (ATL) which demonstrates the importance of developing these 

skills for all their learning. 
● Approaches to teaching which emphasizes the pedagogy at ICS, with an emphasis on 

collaborative learning through inquiry.  
● Concepts which are at the centre of our curriculum rather than content. 
● Global contexts that show that the best learning takes place in context. 

 

MYP Programme Model 
Note: 
Individuals and Societies was formerly known as Humanities 
Language and Literature was formerly known as Language A 
Language Acquisition was formerly known as Language B 
Design (Digital X in Grade 6) was formerly known as Design Technology 
Physical & Health Education was formerly known as Physical Education (PE)  
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IB Learner Profile 
The IB Learner Profile aims to develop 
internationally minded people who, 
recognizing our common humanity and shared 
guardianship of the planet, help to create a 
better and more peaceful world. The Learner 
Profile is applied to students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. IB learners strive to 
be: 
 

Inquirers 

Knowledgeable 

Thinkers 

Communicators 

Principled 

Open-minded 

Caring 

Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 
 

Personal Development Programme (PDP) 
The PDP is an integral part of the Grades 6 - 10 curriculum. The programme covers five key 
areas: study, work, behaviour and ethics, responsibilities and health. The majority of the 
programme is delivered during the weekly tutor period and includes tutors, teachers and 
guest speakers. The programme supports skills development in collaboration with subject 
areas. It is not assessed but provides opportunities for students to reflect on their learning 
and development through tutor/tutee review, individual reflection and portfolio selection. 
 

Personal Project 
The personal project is a very important part of the MYP for all students. Completed as a 
requirement in the final year of the MYP (Grade 10), it is designed to provide evidence of the 
individual students’ understanding of the Areas of Interaction. The Personal Project is a 
significant piece of work involving planning, research and a high degree of personal reflection. 
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Academic Honesty 
All of an ICS student’s submitted work must be their own and students must follow the 
appropriate procedures for acknowledging the use of all publications, including material 
which is freely available through electronic media. The school uses Turn-it-in at 
http://turnitin.com/ to confirm students’ work is their own. This website also gives good 
advice on maintaining academic honesty. These procedures are taught at ICS and a guide is 
provided in the student homework diary. The school has an academic honesty policy, which is 
published on the school website at http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=676. The policy explains 
the difference between academic infringement and malpractice and the consequences of 
both. 

 

Homework 
Homework at ICS is assigned not as a matter of routine but to extend the topics studied in 
class and to give the students an opportunity to work independently. Whilst it is difficult to 
give a hard and fast rule about the amount of time that should be spent on homework, 
students in Grades 6 – 8 should expect that homework will be issued adhering to the ’10 
minute principle’, i.e. that they should have approximately 10 minutes of homework 
multiplied by their grade level 

● Grade 6 students = no more than 60 minutes per night,  
● Grade 7 no more than 70 minutes etc. 

For Grade 9 and 10 students, these guidelines may be exceeded at certain times, according to 
other homework responsibilities. 
 

Students are expected to take increasing responsibility for planning their work. If they are 
involved in extra-curricular activities, they may have to negotiate about deadlines. 
 

It is the student’s responsibility to contact his or her subject teacher if a class is missed due to 
illness, attendance at a sporting activity etc. and to collect the assigned class work/homework. 
 

If a student fails to submit assigned tasks by the required due date, the student’s tutor and 
parents will be contacted.  If a student is absent on the day work is to be submitted or a test is 
to be sat, they must submit the work or sit the test as soon as possible on their return.  
 

Mother Tongue Language Policy 
Maintaining and developing language and literacy skills in the mother tongue ensures 
continuous cognitive development, and in parallel with the competence in the language of 
instruction, leads to additive bilingualism. It also provides students with a deeper 
understanding of intercultural awareness and engages students in the language, literature 
and culture of their home country. The maintenance of the mother tongue facilitates 
students’ transition back into the school and society of their home country, should they 
return there. At ICS, students whose mother tongue is German are catered for within the 
school curriculum. For more information about the after school mother-tongue language 
programme please find the contact information on the ICS website Mother Tongue page at 
http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=559  
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Service Learning and Community Engagement (SLCE) 
Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful service with 
instruction and reflection to enrich the student learning experiences and strengthen 
communities. Service Learning opportunities are available within the subject areas in the MYP 
and the PDP. Service Learning and Community Engagement also occur through the student’s 
individual activities in and out of the school environment.  Both Service Learning and 
Community Engagement experiences are documented by the students in Managebac under 
SA (Service as  Action). Details of the expectations for students are given to them in 
Managebac. 
  

How do students get involved in Community Engagement activities? 
Students can find out about the range of experiences available through their tutors, regular 
announcements, the ICS Parents’ Association and by contacting Ms Eckstein, the MYP SLCE 
coordinator.  
 
What are the parameters for Service Learning and Community Engagement experiences? 
 
Well-designed service learning experiences in the MYP are based on the five stages of service 
learning:  
 

- Investigation 
- Preparation 
- Action 
- Reflection 
- Demonstration  

 
Students will be expected to document their journey as they engage in their service learning 
experience and reflect on how they have moved through the stages developed as a result of 
their actions.  
 
Service learning experiences fit into four categories: Direct Service (interaction that involves 
people, the environment or animals), Indirect Service (students do not see the recipients 
during the experience, they have verified that their actions will benefit the community or the 
environment), Advocacy (students speak on behalf of a cause or concern to promote action 
on an issue of public interest), and Research (students collect information through a variety of 
sources, analyze data and report on a topic of importance to influence policy or practice). 
 
If students have an idea for a Community Engagement experience, they can check it is 
appropriate by asking the following questions: 

● Am I helping someone (individual, group or organisation) other than myself? 
● Is/are the person or people that I help in need of help? 
● Do they want my service? 
● Is it appropriate to get involved? 
● In the case of environmental activities: Do my actions help preserve, raise awareness 

or have positive consequences for the environment 
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What’s not allowed 
● Basic household chores such as washing dishes, walking dogs, grocery shopping etc. 
● Anything where students are paid for their own profit 
● Anything where students raise money to fund their own activities (eg. fundraising for 

the expedition, for a class party) 
● Anything where someone else profits from the students’ activity (except for charities). 

  
Recording Students’ experiences 
Each student will record and reflect on their experiences of Service Learning and Community 
Engagement in their Managebac SA page.  This record will form the basis of the discussion 
between students and their tutors about their growth and commitment as a result of their 
Community Engagement and Service Learning experiences. Entries must be filled in on a 
regular basis and will include reflection on SLCE completed in subject classes, the PDP classes 
and involvement in other programmes at ICS such as Round Square or through external 
organizations or clubs. 

 
A view of a student’s SLCE page on ManageBac. 

 

During the Personal Development Programme (PDP): 
One of the five key areas of the PDP curriculum is responsibility. From Grade 6-10, students 
have a different focus point for service learning through this key area.  
  
Round Square 
Round Square is an international organisation linking over 160 international schools around 
the world. Round Square is committed to a holistic approach to education based on the 5 
IDEALS (Internationalism, Democracy, Environmentalism, Action, Leadership and Service). 
ICS Round Square Action Groups, comprised of students from Grades 6-10, meet regularly and 
are active members of the community (local and international). Although not entirely focused 
on Service, these committees carry out several service experiences during the year, including 
a food drive for a local homeless charity, tree planting at a  local animal sanctuary, and 
attending student conferences. Students wishing to get involved with Round Square 
experiences should see Mr McHarg (rmcharg@icsz.ch ) or Ms Eckstein (leckstein@icsz.ch). For 
more information on Round Square please visit http://www.roundsquare.org/ 
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Student Learning Services at ICS 
At ICS we believe in the importance of challenging all students. Within each subject area, 
teachers work to provide enrichment opportunities for students. These opportunities deepen 
student understanding, extend their thinking and enable them to apply skills at increasing 
levels of complexity. In addition to this enrichment, support is provided to students for whom 
English is not a first language and for those who need additional support to be successful in 
the classroom. 
 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
Students who arrive at ICS with limited English skills are supported by the 'English as an 
Additional Language' (EAL) programme. This provides a caring, flexible and supportive 
environment to help students integrate socially and become successful in an academic 
context. 
 
EAL support is provided to help students succeed in the mainstream classroom. Research 
shows that it can take up to seven years for an English Language Learner to reach grade-level 
academic language proficiency. EAL teachers help students develop the language skills, 
learning strategies and cultural awareness needed to be successful at ICS. 
 
Any student for whom English is not the mother tongue is assessed on admission to the 
school. The EAL specialist teachers assess new students’ English language skills, using a 
language placement test as well as an informal interview, in order to decide on an appropriate 
level of support. An EAL support programme is provided for those students who have been 
identified as needing extra assistance to make the most of their study opportunities at ICS. 
 
The support options are: 

· English as an Additional Language (EAL) or English for Academic Purposes (EAP) classes 
· Individuals and Societies (EAL) classes 
· English Language and Literature (EAL) classes 
· In-class support in certain subjects such as Science and Individuals and Societies 

 
EAL students are encouraged to show their knowledge and understanding in mainstream 
subjects by completing modified activities and assessments while still developing their 
academic language skills. This may include them carrying out adjusted tasks, or being given 
extra time or individual support. The EAL department also offers homework support after 
school so that students can have one-to-one assistance. 
 
ICS strongly recommends that EAL students maintain and extend their mother tongue 
development in order to add to their learning capabilities. 
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Learning Support (LS) 
The Learning Support department offers assistance to students in the secondary school with 
an identified learning difficulty. The aim is to help them access the IB curriculum as much as 
possible. 
 

The learning support is based on our belief in: 
■ empowering students to take control of their own learning through effective study 

skills 

■ enabling students to build a clear understanding of their specific learning styles. This 
includes their strengths as well as areas of difficulty and assisting students with 
strategies to overcome those difficulties 

■ developing a partnership with subject teachers to help provide differentiated 
classroom strategies which enable students to reach their educational potential  

■ ensuring there is regular communication between the supported student, the school 
and home to maximise learning opportunities. 

 

Experienced learning support staff assist students who require curriculum support. This is an 
out-of-class programme where students are taught either individually or in a small group 
focused on developing specific skills. There is also in-class support within specific subject 
areas. 
 

Additional academic support is also offered through after school drop-in sessions. 
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MYP Grading  
The MYP subjects are graded using Assessment Criteria in each subject area.  All subjects 
have 4 criteria and each criterion will be scored out of 8. An overview of the criteria for 
specific subjects can be found on the next page. 
 
The key factor in MYP grading is that it is criterion related. This serves two functions; 

● it tells the student/parent/ teacher what a student can do. This is indicated with a 
level score (number 1-8). 

● it provides information about what a student has to do to target the next level up and 
make improvements. 

MYP grading describes what a student can do, MYP grading does not rank or relate to class 
averages. It is not norm-referenced and it does not have a pass/fail. 
 

Scoring and Grading 
Individual assessment tasks are scored on a 1-8 scale using the rubrics issued for each 
criterion. Students will receive the score(s) for each assignment when it has been marked by 
their teacher. For this current academic year students will receive electronic notification of 
this on their ManageBac accounts. 

 
At the end of a semester the teacher makes a final judgement of how well the student has 
achieved in each criterion using the same 1-8 scale. This final score in each criterion are added 
to derive a semester grade on a 1-7 scale based on grade boundaries issued by the IB. 
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Subject Assessment Criteria 
The maximum level of achievement for each criterion is 8. 
 

Subject Areas 

Assessment Criteria 

A B C D  

Language and 
Literature 

Analysing Organizing Producing text Using language 

Language 
acquisition 

Comprehending 
spoken and 
visual 
text 

Comprehending 
written and 
visual 
text 

Communicating Using language 

Individuals and 
societies 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Investigating Communicating Thinking critically 

Sciences 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Inquiring and 
designing 
 

Processing and 
evaluating 
 

Reflecting on the 
impacts of 
science 

Mathematics 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Investigating 
patterns 
 

Communicating 
 

Applying 
mathematics 
in real-world 
contexts 

Arts 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 

Developing skills Thinking 
creatively 

Responding 
 

Physical and 
health education 
 

Knowing and 
understanding 
 

Planning for 
performance 
 

Applying and 
performing 
 

Reflecting and 
improving 
performance 

Design 
 

Inquiring and 
analysing 

Developing ideas Creating the 
solution 

Evaluating 
 

MYP projects Investigating Planning Taking action Reflecting 
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Descriptors of Student Achievement for Semester Reports 
 
These describe the grade awarded at the end of a semester. Individual assessments will be 
scored out of 8 using task specific assessment rubrics for the criteria being assessed. 
 

Grade Descriptor 

Grade 
1 

Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant 
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and contexts. Very 
rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely using 
knowledge or skills. 

Grade 
2 

Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant 
gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. Infrequently 
demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of 
knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills. 

Grade 
3 

Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of 
many concepts and contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or 
gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical and creative thinking. Is often 
inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in familiar 
classroom situations. 

Grade 
4 

Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most 
concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often 
demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with 
some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in 
unfamiliar situations. 

Grade 
5 

Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of 
concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes 
with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar classroom and 
real-world situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations. 

Grade 
6 

Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates extensive 
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative 
thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in familiar 
and unfamiliar classroom and real world situations, often with independence. 

Grade 
7 

Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates 
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. Consistently 
demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently transfers 
knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex 
classroom and real-world situations. 
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Extending Learning Beyond the Classroom 
At ICS, we believe that education doesn’t stop once the class is over. Students are challenged 
to explore areas of interest, develop their skills and broaden their knowledge. Each subject 
provides relevant texts, websites and activities for students to support and enhance their 
studies. Details for these can be found in the class links in ManageBac. 
 
See also: 
Learn at ICS 

Learning Beyond the Classroom at http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=549 
Life at ICS 

Extra curricular http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=574 
The Arts http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=577 
Sports programme at “Athletics” http://www.icsz.ch/page.cfm?p=582 
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ManageBac 
ManageBac is the leading planning, 
assessment and reporting platform for IB 
schools. All students and parents in the 
Secondary school have a ManageBac 
account. The initial introduction should be 
sent to the ICS student email account or in 
the case of parents to the email account 
that has been given to the school for 
correspondence. Once logged in we 
recommend that you bookmark the page. The login page is found at 
https://icsz.managebac.com/login and forgotten passwords can be accessed through a request 
which will be sent only to your email account. 

 
 
Assessment 
Students and parents can see upcoming assessments on a calendar.  The performance scores and 
feedback can be seen on an ongoing basis as well as in the end of semester report. 

 
Attendance 
Parents can view the homeroom attendance overview as well as individual lesson attendance. 

                               
 
Other features 
Service Learning and Community Engagement (SLCE) activities, ICS Sport teams, Performing Arts 
Groups and the Personal Project (Grade 10) use ManageBac to plan, organize and inform. Subject 
teachers, tutors and the MYP coordinator can message the students with important information. 
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Grade 8 Personal Development Programme (PDP) 2017-2018 
 

Focus of the Year:  
How can I exhibit leadership, respect and responsibility within relationships, my community 
and surrounding environment? 
 

Themes and Topics: 

Study 
● Setting goals - academic and 

extra-curricular 
● Managing Homework using 

different forms of technology 
● Using the Homework Diary 

Effectively 
● Reflection writing 
● Preparing presentations for 

assemblies 

Health 
● Life Skills (Leadership, Communication Skills, 

Conflict Resolution) 
● Decision Making (Alcohol and other drugs) 
● Sex and Relationships Education 
● Dating, Friendships and the Internet 
● re: puberty and body changes building on related 

Science topics  
● Self-Advocacy (Leadership, Peer Pressure, Media) 

Responsibilities 
● Community Service (including 

looking at Service Learning with 
various organisations) 

● Living with Others (Family, Friends, 
Bullying) 

● Digital Citizenship 

Behaviour and Ethics 
● Values and Ethics 
● Debating ethical issues 
● Human Rights  

Delivery: 
Tutorial lessons: One tutorial lesson per week on Wednesday Period 1 
Curriculum: Integration of themes and topics into curriculum subjects where 

possible eg : the Sex and Relationships Education will complement the 
Science Department’s “Sexual Reproduction” unit. 

Assemblies: for student presentations 
Activity Days: 13th-15th  September, 2017. 
Field Trip Week: June 11th-June 15th, 2018. (Outdoor Adventure program in Leysin) 
 
Grade 8 Tutor team 
Rob McHarg rmcharg@icsz.ch 
Anna Zwart azwart@icsz.ch 
Verena Burkart vburkart@icsz.ch 
Bobbie Bumgarner bbumgarner@icsz.ch 
Amanda Waterkotte awaterkotte@icsz.ch 
Russell Uebergang ruebergang@icsz.ch 
Sean Healey shealey@icsz.ch  
 
 
Alina Wrona-Eden, Middle School Counsellor  AWronaEden@icsz.ch 
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Grade 8 Language and Literature English 
 
What is studied? 
Grade 8 students study a variety of novels, non-fiction, poetry and drama to explore the English 
language. 
 

Unit 1 Power and 
Ambition

 

Students will explore the need for power and leadership and how this need 
influences choices made by individuals.  Students will examine how careful 
choice of language allows people to influence the ideas and actions of 
others.  
Novel: Animal Farm 

Unit 2 Poetry and 
Movement 

Students will explore and analyse different themes of poetry to help build 
their own creativity and self expression within their writing. Students will 
create a poetry portfolio demonstrating their understanding of poetic 
devices learned.  

Unit 3 World 
Literature 

Students will raise their awareness of global issues and the impact that one 
individual can have on the environment and social change. Students will 
have the opportunity to select the novel they feel most connected too in this 
unit.  

Unit 4 Evolution of 
English 

This unit covers the origins of the English language and explores how other 
languages have influenced English vocabulary and grammar.  
Textbook: A History of the English Language, Canterbury Tales, Twelfth Night 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 
A: Analysing   
B: Organizing   
D: Producing text   
D: Using Language   
 
 What types of assessment will take place? 
Each unit will have a variety of assessment strategies including compositions, tests, essays, reflective 
entries and oral presentations.  Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s English teacher or Ms Claire Cosentino Head of 
Language and Literature Grades 6-12 (ccosentino@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
Who is this course for? 
 
The EAL course is focused on the English language skills required to be successful in an English medium 
school. The EAL course curriculum is designed to develop students’ vocabulary, understanding of 
concepts and use of language. Students will learn to write well-structured paragraphs, essays and 
reports needed for mainstream subjects. 
Supplementary materials 
The students are required to supplement their English language learning  through exposure to English 
media (electronic, audio and visual) and literature relating to the interests of the student. 
 
What is studied? 

Unit 1 Making Connections II Choosing cohesive devices to highlight connections 

between ideas and/or texts in order to accentuate 

similarities and differences. 

Unit 2 Cause & Effect Organising notes, creating body paragraphs and using 

transitional sentences 

Unit 3 The Power of Persuasion  Recognising and using persuasive devices to form an 

argument 

Unit 4 Narrative Writing 

 

Identifying and using the key elements of fiction to write 

a story. 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed using the six phases of the language acquisition subject group. The phases 
represent a developmental continuum of additional language learning. Depending on their English 
language proficiency level, students may be assessed in any phase on the continuum.  
 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria in each semester: 

A: Comprehending spoken and visual text   
B: Comprehending written and visual text   
C: Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text   
D: Using language in spoken and written form   

Students will be assessed at least twice on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
English structures and topic-related vocabulary will be assessed regularly during the work on the units. 
Other assessment tasks include: 
Oral tasks (e.g. role-plays, speeches, presentations) 
Reading comprehensions (questions based on given text) 
Written tasks (e.g. short texts, quiz, poster project, letters/emails, diary entries, essays, blogs) 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s EAL teacher or the Head of English as an 
Additional Language in the Secondary School, Ms Verena Burkart (vburkart@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 Language and Literature German (Mother Tongue) 
 
What is studied? 

Unit 1 In sein – out 
sein 

Inhalt: Trends und Trendsetter; Trends werden gemacht und  haben 
ihre eigene Sprache; Dazugehören – anders sein. Wolfgang 
Herrndorf, Tschick, novel study 

Unit 2 Anders sind 
wir, anders die 
Andern 

Inhalt: Eine Geschichte weiterschreiben; Erfahrungen, Meinungen, 
Vorurteile; zu einer Geschichte schreiben. Einen Roman genau lesen 
und mit dem Film vergleichen: Billy Elliot. 

Unit 3 Wasser ein 
Menschenrecht 
(non fiction / 
globale Fragen) 

Inhalt: Wasser – ein vielfältiges Thema; Gewalt des Wassers; 
Gebrauchsgut Wasser; Werbung mit Wasser untersuchen; 
Naturschutz oder Freizeitspaß? Mit dem Wörterbuch arbeiten. 

Unit 4 Drama Schiller, Wilhelm Tell. 

Students will read novels, short stories and poems. The students are required to supplement their 
language learning with resources such as Internet, German TV, non-fiction texts, novels and magazines 
relating to the interests of the student. 
 
How are students assessed?    Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

A: Analysing   
B: Organizing   
C: Producing text   
D: Using language   

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
  
What types of assessment will take place? 
The following chart summarizes the tasks students will complete to document what content they have 
learned, and what they are able to do. 

Tasks and strategies Criteria 

Oral tasks (e.g. role-plays, speeches, discussions) A, B, C, D 

Written tasks (e.g. essays, diary entries, reports, articles, letters) A, B, C, D 

Who should I contact if I have questions? 

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s German teacher or the Head of Language and 
Literature, Claire Cosentino (CCosentino@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 Language Acquisition 
 
The following aspects are common to all language acquisition classes. The individual programs for 
each language follow on the next few pages. 
 
What are Phases in language learning? 
Each phase represents a developmental continuum of language learning. There are 6 phases that can 
be categorized broadly as:  

1-2 Basic Users  
3-4 Independent Users 
5-6 Proficient Users 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed on all MYP criteria for a specific phase during each semester : 
 

A: Comprehending spoken and visual text – to assess the student’s understanding of spoken 
materials with a visual element   
B: Comprehending written and visual text – to assess the student’s understanding of written 
materials with a visual element   
C: Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text – to measure the student’s 
ability to respond in the target language to spoken, written and visual  stimuli in the target 
language   
D: Using language in spoken and written form– to measure the student’s understanding of 
language structures and vocabulary, and the ability to apply the language rules to a given task   

 
What types of assessment will take place? 

Tasks and Strategies Criteria  

Comprehending spoken and visual texts: e.g. showing understanding of news reports, 
video clips, films, speeches,  presentations and interviews 

A 

Comprehending written and visual texts: e.g. showing understanding of posters, 
advertisements, news articles, brochures 

B 

Oral tasks e.g. presentations, interviews, role-plays C and D 

Written tasks: e.g. short texts, quiz, poster projects, e-mails, diaries and blog entries C and D 

Grammar structures and topic-related vocabulary will be assessed regularly during 
the work on the units. 

D 
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Grade 8 German Language Acquisition  
Who is this course for? 
All students who are not taking the German Language & Literature course must take this course. 
Studying German is a local education authority requirement. 
 
Students will start in the phase appropriate to their prior language learning experiences. The phases 
taught in Grade 8 are shown below and on the next few pages. 
 
What is studied? 
Added to the following topics that will be covered this year, we endeavour to include current events 
and areas of special interest. 

Phase 1 

Unit 1 Personal 
biographies 

Topic related vocabulary, regular and irregular verbs in the present 
tense, personal and possessive pronouns in the nominative, simple 
sentence structure, interrogatives. 

Unit 2 School and daily 
routine 

Topic related vocabulary, expansion of verbs in present tense, 
definite and indefinite articles, introduction to the accusative, 
possessive pronouns and negation, ordinal numbers. 

Unit 3 Hobbies and free 
time 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present tense, introduction of 
modal verbs, introduction to temporal and local prepositions, 
introduction to conjunctions (“weil”) and review. 

Unit 4 Shopping: food, 
drinks and clothes 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of regular and irregular verbs in 
the present tense, adjectives: comparatives and superlatives, plural 
forms and review. 

Unit 5 House, home and 
directions 

Topic related vocabulary, present tense and all modal verbs, 
prepositions (local), review of the nominative and accusative cases, 
and review of all covered language structures. 

 

Phase 2.1 

Unit 1 Rules and 
Regulations 

Topic related vocabulary, review of modal verbs, revision of present 
tense, sentence structure, introduction to the imperative. 

Unit 2 Environments 
Home and School 

Topic related vocabulary, introduction to the prepositions, further 
study of conjunctions. 

Unit 3 Characteristics: 
describing 
people/animals 

Topic related vocabulary, adjective endings with indefinite articles, 
review of personal and possessive pronouns, consolidation of 
sentence structure. 

Unit 4 Storytelling: oral 
and written 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of and consolidation of the perfect 
tense, phrases necessary for expressing past events. 
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 Phase 2.2 

Unit 1 Travel and 
holidays 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present and the perfect tense, 
prepositions with dative and accusative, and review. 

Unit 2 Festivals and 
celebrations 

Topic related vocabulary, direct and indirect object, personal 
pronouns in the dative case. 

Unit 3 Healthy Lifestyles Topic related vocabulary, revision of regular and irregular verbs, 
reflexive verbs, introduction to future tense, review of sentence 
structure with statements and questions and with conjunctions. 

Unit 4 Nature and the 
environment 

Topic related vocabulary, imperative, review of adjective endings 
(indefinite articles) and review. 

  

Phase 2.3 

Unit 1 Learning Biographies 
and Memories of 
School 

Topic related vocabulary, revision of present and the perfect 
tense, revision of simple and complex sentence structure, use of 
conjunctions and prepositions 

Unit 2 Famous Personalities Topic related vocabulary, review of the simple past, personal 
pronouns and the indefinite pronouns, verbs with preposition, 
direct and indirect objects, reflexive verbs 

Unit 3 All our senses Topic related vocabulary, adjective ending, review of direct and 
indirect objects, possessive pronouns 

Unit 4 What is beauty? Topic related vocabulary, adjectives and adjective endings, modal 
verb, introduction of the subjunctive, complex sentence structure, 
future tense 

 

Phase 3.1 

Unit 1 Earning and 
spending money 

Topic related vocabulary, review and extension of language structures 
with the four cases, infinitive constructions, conjunctive 

Unit 2 Conflicts and 
peer pressure 

Topic related vocabulary, review and consolidation of relative clauses, 
adverbial and prepositional clauses 

Unit 3 Children’s rights Topic related vocabulary, modal verbs in different tenses, review of 
adjective endings with definite and indefinite articles 

Unit 4 Inventions and 
discoveries 

Topic related vocabulary, review of noun cases, word order with 
independent clauses and dependent clauses for different conjunctions, 
prepositions and cases, introduction of the Plusquamperfekt verb tense 
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Phase 3.2 

Unit 1 The media Topic related vocabulary, review of word order with conjunctions, 
independent clauses and independent clauses, relative clauses in 
different noun cases. 

Unit 2 Environment and 
travel  

Topic related vocabulary, Accusative and Dative prepositions, 
prepositions plus “da-” and “wo-”, Future tenses. 

Unit 3 Language is Art 
and Art is 
Language  

Topic related vocabulary, Adjective endings in different noun cases 
(definite articles and indefinite articles), verbs with Dative objects, verb 
constructions with prepositions, “zu” and “um … zu” verb 
constructions, the subjunctive mood (introduction). 

Unit 4 Future plans and 
goals 

Topic related vocabulary, Genitive case review (including pronouns and 
relative clauses), word order with adverbial and prepositional 
information: time/cause/mode/place, verbs with reported speech 
(“Indirekte Rede”), coordinating and correlative conjunctions. 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s German teacher or the Head of Foreign 
Languages Mr C. Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 Language Acquisition French (Phase 2-3) 
 
Who is this course for? 
This is the continuation of a beginners course from Grade 6. It is not suitable for anyone with a 
significant background beyond phase 2. Most students will be in the phase 2 for grade 8 but we also 
offer some phase 1 classwork for new or recently arrived students. The primary aim is to give students 
enough experience in the language to reach phase 4 by the end of Grade 10 and become successful 
candidates for French B in the IB Diploma. 
 
What is studied? 
Review of Phase 1 and 2 grammar, plus: 

Unit 1 Les vacances et les 
voyages (Holidays and 
travelling) 

Topic related vocabulary, holiday destinations and 
activities, past tense (passe compose), describing 
accommodation, introduction to imparfait, 
types of transport, comparatives and superlatives, 
ecotravel, purchasing a ticket,  asking for and giving 
information 

Unit 2 Ma Routine (Daily routine) Topic related vocabulary, describing home and chores 
reflexive verbs, modal verbs (vouloir, devoir, pouvoir), 
asking and giving permission, using Y and EN 

Unit 3 Mon Corps (My body) Topic related vocabulary,describing illness and injuries, 
requesting help, giving recommendations, modal verbs, 
adverbs, definite articles and possessive adjectives 

Unit 4 Histoire courte (Short 
story)  

Students read and explore a short story linked to one of 
the phase 2 units of study. 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s French teacher or the Head of Foreign Languages 
Mr C. Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 Language Acquisition Spanish (Phases 2 and 3) 
 
Who is this course for? 
This is the continuation of a beginners course from Grade 6. It is not suitable for anyone with a 
significant background beyond phase 3. Most students will be in the phase 2 or 3  for grade 8 but we 
also offer a phase 1 level for new or recently arrived students. The primary aim is to give students 
enough experience in the language to reach phase 4 by the end of Grade 10 and become successful 
candidates for Spanish B in the IB Diploma. 
 
What is studied? 
 
Phase 2 

Unit 1 Nos 
Presenta
mos / We 
Introduce 
ourselves 

Greetings and personal introduction. Describing people and personal 
characteristics. Topic related vocabulary. Revision of gender and number of 
articles, nouns and adjectives, masculine and feminine as well as plurals. 
Verbs in the present and the future immediate tense, possessive pronouns 

Unit 2 La 
Comida/ 
Food 

Food and meals. Healthy habits. Topic related vocabulary. Talking about your 
food preferences, your habits and your cultural background in terms of food 
and eating costumes. Ordering food in a restaurant Understanding a recipe a 
giving instructions.. 

Unit 3 De 
Compras/
Shopping 

Clothes and fashion. Topic related vocabulary. Description of different clothes 
items, talk about preferences in terms of style and fashion. Describe your own 
style and the different types of clothes you use in different contexts. Shopping 
in town. Prices and Sizes. Ask questions and sort a problem in a familiar 
context. 

Unit 4 El 
Turismo/ 
Tourism 
 

Holidays. Talk about what is of interest in a place. Describe the activities you 
could do while on vacations. Give opinions and justify them in a logical way. 
Talk about festivals and cultural events in different cultures. Talking in the 
past. 

Unit 5 Diviertete
/ Having 
Fun - Free 
time 

Hobbies and pastime activities. Describe your free time preferences. Talk 
about what you like to do during your free time with your family and friends. 
Ask questions about others’ free time likes and dislikes and explain what you 
normally do in a weekend or after school. Talk in the present, past and future 
tense. 
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Phase 3 

Unit 
1 

Todo sobre mi 
/ All About Me 

Talking about yourself, your likes, dislikes and personal features. Revision 
of definite articles, adjectival agreement, reflexive verbs, revision of ser 
and estar, adjectives of nationality, the comparative and superlative 

Unit 
2 

La educacion/ 
Education 

Talking about school routines and schedules. After school activities and 
topic related vocabulary. Revision of impersonal verbs gustar and 
encantar, revision of radical vowel changing verbs, se puede + infinitive 

Unit 
3 

De Vacaciones 
/ On holidays 

Holidays and trips. Finding information in a tourist office. Booking holidays 
and organizing a trip. Topic related vocabulary. Talking in the present, the 
past and the future. 

Unit 
4 

En Ruta / 
On the Road 

Finding your way in a new place. Directions and geographical orientation. 
Solving an unexpected situation in the street. Topic related vocabulary, 
consolidate use of preterit, the imperfect tense, use of preterit and 
imperfect in a combined way 

Unit 
5 

Que ha 
pasado? What 
happened? 

Topic related vocabulary, expressions with tener, revision of desde hace, 
introduce the perfect tense and the perfect continuous, revision of object 
pronouns, reinforcement of the use of the imperfect 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Spanish teacher Ms Monica Pombinho 
(mpombinho@icsz.ch), Ms Ana Campo (acampo@icsz.ch) or the Head of Foreign Languages Mr Casey 
Creel (ccreel@icsz.ch). 
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Grade 8 Mathematics  
 
What is studied? 
Students in Grade 8 Mathematics cover the following topics: 
 

Unit 1 Inequalities and 
Systems of Equations  

Exploring linear patterns and applying this to creating 
equations of lines and inequalities, including systems of 
equations. 

Unit 2 Rational Exponents 
and Surds 

Understanding rational exponents and their connection to 
simplifying basic surds and equation solving with 
applications to exponential change. 

Unit 3 Algebraic Fractions, 
Rational Expressions 
and Equations 

Extending knowledge of fractions to algebra, including 
simplifying expressions, solving equations and problems. 

Unit 4 Right Triangle 
Trigonometry 

Solving for missing angles and sides for right triangles 
using the Pythagorean Theorem and trig ratios and 
applying this to real-life problems. 

Unit 5 Descriptive Statistics  Describing how spread out the data is using range and 
absolute error as well as analyzing commonly used 
misleading statistics and graphs. 

The units are subject to change due to possible interdisciplinary needs and course development and 
the readiness of individual students for more advanced concepts.  
 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

A. Knowing and understanding 

B. Investigating patterns 

C. Communicating 

D. Applying mathematics in real-life contexts 

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
A variety of assessments are given throughout the course, including quizzes, tests, investigations and 
real-life modelling tasks. All forms of assessment may be used to determine grades.  
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Mathematics teacher. 
 
Frances Tanel Tim Loughrin      Chris Moore  Eric Eckstein (Head of Mathematics) 
ftanel@icsz.ch tloughrin@icsz      cmoore@icsz.ch eeckstein@icsz.ch   
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Grade 8 Sciences 
 
What is studied? 
The instructional materials used and curriculum followed were specifically written to challenge 
students in interdisciplinary understanding of Science. Students studying MYP  
 
Grade 8 Science will complete the following units: 

Unit 
1 
 

Energy 

Transformations and 

Road Safety 

Learn about how energy is transferred and transformed in systems, 
including roller coasters and road safety features. 

Unit 
2 

Passive House Design Apply ideas about how heat moves to design an energy efficient 
house and a coffee cup that resists heat loss. 

Unit 
3 

Renewable Resources 

by Country 

Explore how and why our climate is changing, what bias exists in 
the climate change data, and what we have the power to fix. 

Unit 
4 

Measly Microbes Dive into the world of the microscopic to learn what makes us sick 
and how sexually-transmitted diseases are passed on and prevented. 

 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

A: Knowing and understanding   
B: Inquiring and designing   
C: Processing and evaluating   
D: Reflecting on the impacts of science   

Students will be assessed on all criteria twice during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
A variety of assessments are given throughout the course. These may be quizzes, tests, lab reports, 
essays and projects to determine the progress of learners. All forms of assessment may be used to 
determine grades. The assessments will appear in the ManageBac calendar. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Science teacher Ms. Lauren Snella 
(lsnella@icsz.ch), mr. Brian Weisenstein (bweisenstein@icsz.ch) or Mr. Sean Healey (shealey@icsz.ch), 
who is also the Head of Sciences.   
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Grade 8 Individuals and Societies (Individuals and Societies) 
 
What is studied? 
In Grade 8 Individuals and Societies, students explore the following concepts: 

Unit 1 
 
Democracies Today 

Students will focus on the Political Science and History strands. They will 
study where democracy originated and how it changed and adapted to 
different modern day societies. They will investigate how democracy works in 
a political system, the functions of each branch within the system and the 
strengths and weaknesses. The United States and India will serve as the 
primary content areas for this unit. Students will demonstrate their learning 
through oral discussions, written response, projects and written essays.  

Unit 2 
When Worlds 
Collide: Age of 
European 
Exploration and 
Global Exchange 

This unit includes aspects of History, Geography and Economics. Students 
learn about the causes and consequences of the European conquest of the 
Americas and the resulting Columbian Exchange and Transatlantic slave trade. 
They examine how societies were affected by these developments including 
the growth of European prosperity and population and the loss of American 
cultures and the so called Great Dying.  

Unit 3 
 
Climate Change 

This unit focuses on Geography. Students explore the mechanics of climate 
change to understand how human activity is affecting the world’s climate. 
They will investigate their own carbon footprint in order to understand the 
interconnection between lifestyle and climate change.  Students will also 
explore the present and predicted impacts of climate change on humans. 
Finally they will research various strategies to mitigate and offset the impacts 
of climate change, leading to a student led symposium on proposed 
strategies.  

Unit 4 
 
The Age of 
Revolution  

This unit focuses on History and Politics. It  explores  why people revolt 
through different types of revolution. Students learn about the the Age of 
Enlightenment and how these ideals transformed the way people thought 
about societies and government. Students will analyze the American 
Revolution and the French Revolution. Students will demonstrate their 
learning through oral discussions, group projects and a written essay.  

 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

A: Knowing and understanding   
B: Investigating   
C: Communicating    
D: Thinking Critically   

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Individuals and Societies teacher, Mrs Amanda 
Waterkotte (awaterkotte@icsz.ch), Mr Peter Heath (pheath@icsz.ch) or the Head of Individuals and 
Societies, Ms Sarah Mannino (smannino@icsz.ch).  
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Grade 8 Design 

 
What is studied? 

In Grade 8 Design we aim to deliver a highly responsive curriculum that inspires creative and 

innovative thinking, promotes authentic learning experiences and facilitates deep learning by 

connecting to real-world contexts. 

  

In Grade 8 the student will have the opportunity during this year long course to: 

Unit 1 

Learning aids 

Students will create 3D learning aids for their intended client. They will do 

digital modelling, used by 3-D designers, creating geometric shapes to make 

realistic objects.  Students will be familiarised with the production of 3D 

designs using 3D tools and manufacturing techniques. 

Unit 2 

Marketing 

Having created a quality prototype, students will develop a marketing plan, 

including promotional tools to connect their product with the market 

audience, including a promotional video. 

 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Students are assessed against the four Design MYP criteria each semester: 

A. Inquiring and analysing   
B. Developing Ideas   
C. Creating the solutions   
D. Evaluating  
 

Tasks and strategies Unit 1 Unit 2 

● Explaining and justifying the need  
● Identifying and prioritising the research  
● Analysing existing products  
● Developing a Design Brief 

A A 

● Developing a Design Specification  
● Developing Design Ideas  
● Presenting the chosen ideas  
● Developing the planning drawing / diagrams 

B B 

● Constructing a logical plan  
● Demonstrating technical skills  
● Following the plan  
● Justifying changes made to the design 

C C 

● Testing methods  
● Evaluating the success of the solutions  
● Explaining how the solution could be improved  
● Explaining the impact of the solution 

D D 

Who should I contact if I have any questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Design teacher or the Head of Design, Mr 
Jonathan Bradley (jbradley@icsz.ch).  
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Grade 8 Physical and Health Education 
 
What is studied? 
The Grade 8 PHE program focuses on building on the skills and understanding already acquired in 
previous years of the MYP PHE program. Games will be taught through a conceptual approach using 
the Teaching Games for Understanding model. Games units will focus on making connections between 
games with a common concept behind them; for example invasion games. 
 
Students will also continue with the Fitness program which was introduced to them in Grades 6 and 7. 
In the Grade 8 program the students will focus on diet and nutrition, furthering their knowledge of 
what it takes to become a healthy individual. 
 
What should students bring to class? 

● The proper PHE kit in G8 at ICS consists of the following:  
● White or Orange T-shirt  and blue or black shorts or track/athletic pants 
● Proper athletic shoes with non-marking soles, such as, joggers or court shoes (basketball, 

volleyball, tennis, etc.). Skateboarding shoes will not be allowed. Students will need TWO pairs 
of shoes, one indoor and one outdoor pair, as well as at least two T-shirts and two pairs of 
shorts/pants are required.  The second set should be left in their locker for emergency. 

● Towel for showering after class. 
 
Students SHOULD NOT BRING VALUABLES TO PHE CLASS.  Any valuables should be left in their 
lockers. 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students will be assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

Criterion A:  Knowing and understanding   
Criterion B:  Planning and performance   
Criterion C:  Applying and performing   
Criterion D:  Reflecting and improving performance   
 

What types of assessment will take place? 

 Written 
assignments 

planning and performing 
and program or sequence. 

Skills 
performance 

personal 
engagement. 

Invasion Games    C D 

Fitness A B   

Net/wall Games -  A  C D 

Aesthetics  B C  

Striking and fielding   C D 

Track and Field    C D 

 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
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If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Physical and Health Education teacher or the 
Head of Physical  and Health Education, Matt Febrey mfebrey@icsz.ch 

Grade 8 Music 
 
What is studied? 
Students in Grade 8 Music explore the four concepts of Change, Communication, Aesthetics and 
Identity through performance, composition, listening, music theory, and inquiry into musical styles and 
genres.  The course is designed to develop students’ understanding of the music around them, prepare 
them for further study in Music, and foster life-long musical skills and understandings. 
 

Unit 
1 

Identity: The Blues 
 

Students will explore the genre of Blues Music; its social, historical 
and cultural context, and musical features that define the style.  They 
will transfer knowledge and understanding to perform Blues Music. 

Unit 
2 

Communication: 
Film/TV Music 
 

Students will explore the role of film and television music in 
enhancing visual images.  They will apply composition techniques to 
create an original piece of music. 

Unit 
3 

Change: Evolution Students will explore their identity as a performer and develop their 
practical instrument skills.  They will consider how the challenging of 
boundaries can be a catalyst for growth. 

Unit 
4 

Aesthetics: World 
Music 

Students will explore how music is valued aesthetically in different 
world cultures.  They will create an original musical composition by 
combining elements from world music genres studied. 

 
What should students bring to class? 
Pencil case 
Diary/planner 
Musical instrument (when required) 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria:  

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 
Criterion B: Developing skills 
Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
Criterion D: Responding  

Students will be assessed on all criteria in each unit. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Performing tasks Composing tasks 
Listening tasks Oral presentations 
Visual presentations Written tasks (projects, assignments) 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Music teacher (James Waterkotte 
jwaterkotte@icsz.ch) or the Head of Performing Arts (Melanie Ward mward@icsz.ch ) 
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Grade 8 Drama 
 
What is studied? 
Students in Grade 8 Drama explore the concepts of Change, Aesthetics, Identity and Communication 
through a balance of performing, production, devising, ensemble-building and experimenting. 
Students will maintain a Process Journal to document their reflective and creative process.  The Grade 
8 Drama course is designed to prepare students for further study in Drama, as well as developing 
life-long skills and understandings. 

Unit 
1 

Change: Greek 
Theatre 

Students will understand that the aesthetics of an established 
genre can be used, adapted or ignored through an exploration of 
traditional Greek theatre and its conventions and modern 
adaptations of the themes. 

Unit 
2 

Communication: 
Stanislavski 

Students will understand that the way in which a role is 
communicated on stage can be significantly influenced by an 
actor’s approach and interpretation of that character’s personal 
and cultural context. 

Unit 
3 

Aesthetics:  Epic 
Theatre 

Students will understand that theatre is a means to express ideas 
about society, and can advocate for social change while still 
engaging an audience. 

Unit 
4 

Identity: Melodrama Students will understand that how we express comedy and 
humour changes with our personal and cultural contexts. 

 
What should students bring to class? 
Students should bring: 
Pencil case 
Diary/planner 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 
Criterion B: Developing skills 
Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
Criterion D: Responding 

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Performing tasks Devising tasks 
Collaborative and ensemble building tasks Oral presentations 
Visual presentations Written tasks (projects, assignments) 
  
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Drama teacher (Kirsten Chaplin 
kchaplin@icsz.ch) or the Head of Performing Arts, Melanie Ward mward@icsz.ch.  
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Grade 8 Dance 

What is studied? 
Students in Grade 8 Dance explore the concepts of Change, Aesthetics, Identity and Communication 
through a balance of physical training, researching, devising and presenting dance.  Students will 
maintain a Process Journal to document their reflective and creative process.  The Grade 8 Dance 
course is designed to prepare students for further study in Theatre, as well as developing life-long skills 
and understandings. 
 

Unit 
1 

Aesthetics: Form and 
Structure 

Students will understand that structured compositions have an 
aesthetic. 

Unit 
2 

Communication: 
Physical Theatre 

Students will understand that interpretation forms the genre of 
Physical Theatre. 

Unit 
3 

Identity: Dance Solo Students will understand that knowing their boundaries enables 
personal expression. 

Unit 
4 

Change: The Weight 
of Music 

Students will understand that the role of music impacts 
audience. 

 
What should students bring to class? 
Students should bring: 
Pencil case 
Diary/planner 
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria: 

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 
Criterion B: Developing skills 
Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
Criterion D: Responding 

Students will be assessed on all criteria during each semester. 
 
What types of assessment will take place? 
Performing tasks Devising tasks 
Collaborative and ensemble building tasks Oral presentations 
Visual presentations Written tasks (projects, assignments) 
  
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Dance teacher (Tim Fletcher tfletcher@icsz.ch) 
or the Head of Performing Arts, Melanie Ward mward@icsz.ch. 
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Grade 8 Visual Arts 
 
What is studied? 
The following topics will be covered this year: 
 

Unit 
1 

Body 
Adornment 
  
 

Students will explore how the body can be used as a canvas to express 
different cultural, social and artistic genres. They will produce a work of 
2 dimensional mixed media outcome. 

Unit 
2 

Aesthetics and 
Print 
 

Continued from their adornment research, students will explore 
printing techniques and produce a range of their own. 

Unit 
3 

Figurative 
Sculpture 

Students continue their learning of the figure in art and create a 3 
dimensional outcome based upon their explorations with media and 
techniques. 

 
We develop the student’s Art skills from conception, through research, planning, realisation and 
presentation. Students learn how to acquire and master appropriate technical skills as well as how to 
analyse, appreciate and present ideas about Art from different cultures and times.  
 
How are students assessed? 
Students are assessed against the following MYP criteria in each semester: 

A: Using Knowledge   
B: Developing skills   
C: Thinking creatively   
D: Responding   

 
What types of assessment will take place? 

 Criteria 

Tasks and strategies Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 

Oral tasks - brainstorming, 
discussion presentation 

A A A C 

Written tasks - research, 
analysis and reflection 

A D A  D A D 

Creating - plans, studies, 
artworks 

B C  B  C B  

The Process Journal is an integral part of the program and its assessment so will be used and assessed 
throughout the year. 
 
Who should I contact if I have questions? 
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s Visual Arts teacher and the Head of Visual Arts, 
Janet Howell (jhowell@icsz.ch). 
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