
ICS Social Studies Scope and Sequence. (13.6.2016) 
 

Age Range 3-5 year olds  5-7 year olds  7-9 year olds  9-12year olds  

PYP Overall Expectations Students will explore their 
understanding of people and 
their lives, focusing on 
themselves, their friends 
and families, and their 
immediate environment.  
 
They will practise applying 
rules and routines to work 
and play.  
 
They will gain an increasing 
awareness of themselves in 
relation to the various groups 
to which they 
belong and be conscious of 
systems by which they 
organize themselves.  
 
They will develop their sense 
of place, and the reasons 
why particular places are 
important to people.  
 
 
 
 
 
They will also develop their 
sense of time, and recognize 
important events in their own 
lives, and how time and 
change affect people.  

Students will increase their 
understanding of their world, 
focusing on themselves, their 
friends and families 
and their environment.  
 
They will appreciate the 
reasons why people belong to 
groups, the roles they fulfill 
and the different ways that 
people interact within groups.  
 
They will recognize 
connections within and 
between systems by which 
people organize themselves.  
 
They will broaden their sense 
of place and the 
reasons why particular places 
are important to people, as 
well as how and why people’s 
activities influence, and are 
influenced by, the places in 
their environment.  
 
Students will start to develop 
an understanding 
of their relationship with the 
environment.  
 
They will gain a greater sense 
of time, recognizing important 

Students will extend their 
understanding of human 
society, focusing on 
themselves and others within 
their own community as well 
as other communities that are 
distant in time and place.  
 
They will investigate 
how and why groups are 
organized within 
communities, and the ways in 
which communities reflect the 
cultures and customs of their 
people.  
 
They will recognize the 
interdependency of systems 
and their function 
within local and national 
communities.  
 
They will increase their 
awareness of how people 
influence, and are 
influenced by, the places in 
their environment.  
 
Students will explore the 
relationship between valuing 
the environment and 
protecting it.  
 

Students will recognize 
different aspects of human 
society, focusing on 
themselves and others within 
their own community as well 
as groups of people that are 
distant in time and place.  
 
They will extend their 
understanding of how and why 
groups are organized within 
communities, and how 
participation within 
groups involves both rights 
and responsibilities.  
 
They will understand the 
interdependency of systems 
and their function within local 
and national communities.  
 
Students will gain an 
appreciation of how cultural 
groups may vary in their 
customs and practices but 
reflect similar purposes.  
 
They will deepen their 
awareness of how people 
influence, and are influenced 
by, places in the environment.  
 
They will realize the 
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They will explore the role of 
technology in their lives. 
 

events in their own lives, and 
how time and change affect 
people. 
 
They will become increasingly 
aware of 
how advances in technology 
affect individuals and the 
environment. 
 

They will extend their 
understanding of time, 
recognizing important 
events in people’s lives, and 
how the past is recorded and 
remembered in different 
ways.  
 
They will broaden 
their understanding of the 
impact of advances in 
technology over time, on 
individuals, society and the 
environment. 
 

significance of developing a 
sense of belonging and 
stewardship towards the 
environment, valuing and 
caring for it, in the interests of 
themselves and future 
generations.  
 
Students will consolidate their 
understanding of time, 
recognizing how ideas and 
actions of people in the past 
have changed the lives of 
others, and appreciating 
how the past is recorded and 
remembered in different ways.  
 
They will gain an 
understanding of how and 
why people manage 
resources.  
 
They will understand the 
impact of technological 
advances on their own 
lives, on society and on the 
world, and will reflect on the 
need to make responsible 
decisions concerning the 
use of technologies. 

Conceptual Understandings 
(Students will understand) 

Human systems and 
economic activity 
 
Social organization and 
culture 
Group experiences are 
influenced by the interactions 

Human systems and 
economic activity 
 
Products are derived from a 
variety of sources. 
 
Products go through a process 

Human systems and 
economic activity 
Communication systems are 
developed to meet a need 
 

Human systems and 
economic activity 
Consumers purchase goods 

and services to meet their 

wants and needs. 
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between group members 
 
Connections within the school 
community helps us learn 
about each other 
 
People have a responsibility 
when interacting with others 
within communities  
 
Connections with the wider 
community helps us learn 
about each other 
 
Continuity and change 
through time 
 
Human and natural 
environments 
Physical spaces have 
characteristics and 
arrangements that can be 
used in different ways. 
 
Spaces can be 
transformed 
 
People respond to spaces 
in different ways 
 
Resources and the 
environment 

of creation. 
 
 
Social organization and 
culture 
Public spaces have a purpose 
within a community 

Public spaces can be used to 
create a sense of community 

Cultures recognise personal 
and important events and 
traditions. 

Finding out about important 
events and traditions can lead 
to an appreciation of our own 
and other cultures  

Sharing cultural events and 
traditions can enrich our lives  

 
Continuity and change 
through time 
 
People grow and change over 
time. 

New opportunities can lead to 
change. 

People have a responsibility 
when sharing and connecting 
with others. 

Accessing and sharing 
information enables us to 
connect locally and globally 
 
There is interdependence 
within and  between 
communities based on needs 
and resources. 
 
Social organization and 
culture 
Communication systems are 
developed to meet a need 
 
People have a responsibility 
when sharing and connecting 
with others. 

Accessing and  sharing 
information enables us to 
connect locally and globally 

Communities serve different 
purposes. 
 
Communities adapt to and 
alter their environment to 
meet their needs. 
 
There is interdependence 
within and  between 
communities based on needs 

 

Supply and demand affect 

suppliers, goods, services and 

prices. 

 

Consumers and producers 

have a responsibility in the 

marketplace. 

 

A shared purpose defines an 

organisation. 

 

Systems exist within 

organisations to enable them 

to meet their purpose. 

 

People play a variety of roles 

within an organisation. 

 

Evaluation can assess the 

effectiveness of organisations. 

Social organization and 
culture 
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People have a responsibility 
towards living things in the 
environment 

 

The past and present are 
reflected in different types of 
shelters. 

 
Human and natural 
environments 
Public spaces have 
characteristics that can be 
described 

Local and global environments 
have physical distinctive 
features. 

Physical environments 
influence the construction of 
shelters. 

 
Resources and the 
environment 
Products can be used, reused, 
and repurposed responsibly.  

Living things provide for other 
living things. 
 
People have a responsibility to 
demonstrate care for other 
living things. 
 
Living things depend on their 
habitat. 
 

and resources. 
 
Continuity and change 
through time 
There are different 
motivations behind 
exploration. 
 
Exploration can change our 
view of the world  
 
People can influence the lives 
of others 
 
Innovations and ideas have 
impacted the past, present 
and furture. 
 
Ideas and actions are 
recorded and remembered in 
different ways 
 
Human and natural 
environments 
Explorers document and 
communicate their 
discoveries in different ways 
 
Natural phenomena can 
affect people and the 
environment. 
 
Communities adapt to and 
alter their environment to 

Historians use a range of 
factors to define ‘civilization’ 
Children encounter 
opportunities and challenges 
around the world. 
 
Challenges and opportunities 
are responded to in different 
ways. 
 
Individuals groups and 
societies have responsibilities 
towards promoting equality. 
 
Past civilizations are 
connected and influence 
people today. 
 
Migration affects communities, 
cultures and individuals. 
 
Communities, cultures and 
individuals adapt as a result of 
migration. 
 
Continuity and change 
through time 
Historians use a range of 
factors to define ‘civilization’ 
 
Historians construct meaning 
from evidence 
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Humans impact natural 
habitats. 
 
Responsible citizenship 
involves conservation and 
preservation of the local 
environment. 

meet their needs. 
 
Resources and the 
environment 
Imbalance within ecosystems 
has consequences. 
 
Communities and their 
citizens have a collective 
responsibility to care for their 
local environments. 

Past civilizations are 
connected and influence 
people today. 
 
Push and pull factors may 
lead to human migration.  
 
Communities, cultures and 
individuals adapt as a result of 
migration 
 
Human and natural 
environments 
Communities, cultures and 
individuals adapt as a result of 
migration 
 
Resources and the 
environment 
Natural resources are required 
to meet basic needs. 
 
Allocation and management of 
resources has consequences 
locally and globally. 
 
Scientific and technological 
developments have an impact 
on the management of finite 
resources. 
 
People have a custodial 
responsibility to support the 
sustainability of the earth's 
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resources.  

Possible learner outcomes: 
(The students will be able to) 
  
 

Human systems and 
economic activity 
 
Social organization and 
culture 

● Interact with others in 
group experiences  

● Appreciate being part 
of a community  

● Enjoy interacting, 
playing and engaging 
with others  

● Interact with others 
using community 
agreements  

● Identify themselves in 
relation to others 
(family, school, wider 
community)  

 
Continuity and change 
through time 
 
Human and natural 
environments 
 

● Explore different 
characteristics, 
arrangements and 
uses of spaces. 

● Be involved in the 
transformation of 
different spaces. 

● Respond to 

Human systems and 
economic activity 

● Identify the origins of 
products 

● Recognise that some 
products are made up 
of different 
components 

● Identify and document 
different processes 
products go through  

Social organization and 
culture 

● Identify and describe 
the functions of 
various public places 
in the community 

● Compare and contrast 
the functions of public 
and private spaces  

● Demonstrate how 
various public places 
serve the needs of 
people in the 
community  

● Explain why a 
particular cultural 
event is important in 
his/her life  

● Suggest reasons for 
various celebrations 

● Identify and compare 
traditions and 
celebrations observed 
by others in the class 

Human systems and 
economic activity 

● Describe why 
communication 
systems are needed. 

● Describe how 
communication 
systems are used 
and organised. E.g. 
postal, writing, 
media, library, blogs, 
Skype, 

● Explain 
responsibilities 
people have in 
different virtual 
environments. 

● Demonstrate 
responsibilities when 
using communication 
systems. 

● Explain and 
demonstrate how we 
connect locally and 
globally. 

● Describe the impact 
of communications 
technology on 
everyday 
communication. 

● Recognise how 
communities are 
interdependent.  

 
Social organization and 

Human systems and 
economic activity 

● Explain how people 
satisfy their basic 
needs and wants 
through the production 
of goods and services.  

● Explain how people 
make choices to meet 
their needs and 
wants.  

● Explain the different 
systems for the 
exchange of goods 
and services. 

● Explain how supply 
and demand are 
affected by population 
and the availability of 
resources  

● Analyse and explain 
the interdependency 
of systems and their 
function within local 
and national 
communities 

● Recognise that wants 
and needs have 
implications beyond 
the self. 

● Compare similarities 
and differences 
between 
organizations. 

● Recognize the 
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different spaces. 
 
Resources and the 
environment 

● Talk about their 
interactions with the 
environment  

● Demonstrate 
responsibility towards 
living things in the 
environment  

 
 

● Describe similarities 
and differences 
between themselves 
and others through the 
exploration of cultures. 

 
● Value interacting and 

learning with others. 
 
Continuity and change 
through time 

● Describe and 
document  how they 
have grown and 
changed  

● Recognise that 
change can lead to 
new opportunities and 
vice versa  

 
● Explain how and why 

changes have 
occurred over time 

 

 
Human and natural 
environments 

● Identify the 
characteristics of 
different public spaces 

● Describe the natural 
features of local and 
other environments 

● Identify and analyse 
the features of the 
physical environment 

culture 
● Describe why 

communication 
systems are needed 

● Explain 
responsibilities 
people have in 
different virtual 
environments. 

● Demonstrate 
responsibilities when 
using communication 
systems. 

● Explain and 
demonstrate how we 
connect locally and 
globally. 

● Describe the impact 
of communications 
technology on 
everyday 
communication. 

● Describe and 
compare various 
communities to which 
s/he belongs. 

● Recognize the 
components of a 
community.(e.g. 
recreation, 
transportation, 
communication, 
employment) 

● Compare similarities 
and differences 
between 
communities. 

● Explain how 

elements of 
organisations. 

● Explain the purpose 
and history  behind 
the organisation. 

● The process of 
decision making within 
organisations 

● Identify 
responsibilities people 
and groups have in 
different organisations 

● Reflect critically on the 
effectiveness of a 
range of organisations 
(for example, local, 
regional, national or 
international) and 
evaluate the impact 
they have on 
individuals, groups 
and society. 

 
Social organization and 
culture 

● Identify and describe 
characteristics of a 
civilisation. 

● Compare and contrast 
past civilisations. 

● Describe some 
achievements of a 
past civilisation. 

● Make connections 
between past and 
present civilisations. 

● Explore issues 
relating to children's 
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that influence choices  
 
Resources and the 
environment 

● Identify which 
products can be 
reused and 
repurposed 

● Identify ways that 
products can be 
reused and 
repurposed  

● identify what living 
things provide for 
other living things e.g. 
food/ shelter/smell/ 
aesthetic 

● describe how showing 
care and respect for 
all living things helps 
to maintain an healthy 
environment  

● show responsibility 
when caring for plants 
and other living things 

 
● Identify environment 

as the area in which 
someone or 
something exists or 
lives. 

● Analyse ways in which 
humans impact the 
natural environment 

● Understand the impact 
of their actions on the 
environment. 

communities have 
natural and 
constructed features. 

● Describe examples of 
how communities 
have adapted to meet 
the needs of their 
population.(ie road 
building, clearing land 
for urban 
development) 

● Recognise how 
communities are 
interdependent.  

 
 
Continuity and change 
through time 

● Identify the reasons 
why people feel 
compelled to explore 
the unknown 

● Describe how 
explorations lead to 
changes in 
perspective 

● Identify and describe 
the actions and 
attitudes of influential 
people  

● Identify and describe 
examples in which 
innovations and ideas 
have impacted on 
people in the past, 
present and future 

● Appreciate the 

rights, roles and 
responsibilities. 

● Analyze a variety of 
sources that describes 
the risks and 
challenges that 
children face. 

● Describe how 
organisations and 
individuals meet the 
needs and rights of 
children. 

● Make a plan to 
challenge inequality. 

● Identify the long term 
and short term effects 
of migration on 
communities, cultures 
and individuals. 

● Analyse ways that 
people adapt when 
they move from one 
place to another. 

 
Continuity and change 
through time 

● Identify and describe 
characteristics of a 
civilisation. 

● Compare and contrast 
past civilisations. 

● Describe some 
achievements of a 
past civilisation. 

● Explain what an 
artifact tells us about 
the past. 

Created on 13.6.2016 
Updated on 17.8.17 



evidence that helps 
people learn about 
the past. 

● Reflect critically on 
the impact of 
influential people, 
innovations and 
ideas.  

 
Human and natural 
environments 

● Document and 
communicate their 
own discoveries  

● Assess the effects of 
natural phenomena 
on people and the 
environment. 

● Explain how 
communities have 
natural and 
constructed features. 

● Describe examples of 
how communities 
have adapted to meet 
the needs of their 
population.(ie road 
building, clearing land 
for urban 
development) 

 
Resources and the 
environment 

● Identify the factors 
that affect the 
balance of an 
ecosystem. 

● Make connections 
between past and 
present civilisations. 

● Identify reasons why 
people migrate i.e. 
economic, social, 
political and 
environmental 
migration 

● Analyse ways that 
people adapt when 
they move from one 
place to another. 

 
 
Human and natural 
environments 

● Students will analyse 
ways that people 
adapt when they 
move from one place 
to another. 

 
Resources and the 
environment 

● Identify natural 
resources. 

● Explain how natural 
resources are used 

● Explain the 
consequences of 
uneven distribution of 
resources.. 

● Identify and assess 
the impact of 
particular scientific 
and technological 
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● Analyse how human 
activities can have 
positive or adverse 
consequences on 
local and other 
environments.(for 
example, waste 
disposal, agriculture, 
industry).  

● Identify ways of 
preserving 
biodiversity. 

● Plan for action to care 
for their local 
environments. 

developments on finite 
resource. 

● Reflect on and 
self-assess his or her 
personal use of 
natural resources.  

● Analyse the long term 
impacts on society 
and the environment 
of human uses of 
finite resources 

PYP Social Studies Skills  
(Students will) 

a) formulate and ask 
questions about the past, the 
future, places and society 
 
b) use and analyse evidence 
from a variety of historical, 
geographical and societal 
sources 
 
c) orientate in relation to 
place and time 
 
d) identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 
 
e) assess the accuracy, 
validity and possible bias of 
sources 
 

a) formulate and ask questions 
about the past, the future, 
places and society 
 
b) use and analyse evidence 
from a variety of historical, 
geographical and societal 
sources 
 
c) orientate in relation to place 
and time 
 
d) identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 
 
e) assess the accuracy, 
validity and possible bias of 
sources 

a) formulate and ask 
questions about the past, the 
future, places and society 
 
b) use and analyse evidence 
from a variety of historical, 
geographical and societal 
sources 
 
c) orientate in relation to 
place and time 
 
d) identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 
 
e) assess the accuracy, 
validity and possible bias of 
sources 

a) formulate and ask 
questions about the past, the 
future, places and society 
 
b) use and analyse evidence 
from a variety of historical, 
geographical and societal 
sources 
 
c) orientate in relation to place 
and time 
 
d) identify roles, rights and 
responsibilities in society 
 
e) assess the accuracy, 
validity and possible bias of 
sources 
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