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  Age 
An Inquiry into: 
Who we are 

An Inquiry into: 
Where we are in place and 
time 

An Inquiry into: 
How we express ourselves 

An Inquiry into: 
How the world works 

An Inquiry into: 
How we organize ourselves 

An Inquiry into: 
Sharing the planet 

 

An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 
human rights including 
families, friends, communities 
and cultures;  rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 
to be human. 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 
histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 
relationships between and 
the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 
from local and global 
perspectives. 

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and 
express our ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy 
our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 
 

An inquiry into the natural 
world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 
natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 
societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 
scientific principles; the 
impact of scientific and 
technological advances on 
society and on the 
environment. 

An inquiry into the 
interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 
and function of 
organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact on 
humankind and the 
environment. 

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and of the relationships 
within and between them; 
access to equal 
opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution. 

3-4 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Through sharing experiences 
within our community we can 
learn about ourselves and 
others. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Reflecting on our 

experiences helps us to 
understand ourselves 
better.  

■ Group experiences are 
influenced by the 
interactions between 
group members . 

■ Connections within the 
school community helps 
us learn about each other. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Reflection, Causation, 
Connection, 
 
Related Concepts: 
community, relationships, 
family, friendships, identity, 
diversity 

 CENTRAL IDEA 
The arts enable people to 
express feelings, ideas and to 
enjoy creativity. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Experiences and 

imagination can inspire 
creativity. 

■ Creating art can foster 
learning and enjoyment. 

■ The arts enable self 
expression. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Perspective 
 
Related Concepts: 
communication, creativity, 
interpretation 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Inventing and creating enable 
discoveries about objects and 
phenomena. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Ideas and explanations 

can be communicated in a 
variety of ways. 

■ Objects and phenomena 
function in different ways. 

■ Scientific knowledge can 
be applied in daily life.. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Function, Causation,  
 
Related Concepts:  
Depending on the student's 
interests a variety of related 
concepts could be explored 
throughout this unit eg 
structures, solids, 
liquids,magnetism, systems. 

 CENTRAL IDEA  
Exploring and caring for the 
environment leads to 
discovery and fosters 
appreciation. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Living things have needs 

to survive. 
■ People have a 

responsibility towards 
living things in the 
environment. 

■ Reflecting on our 
experiences helps us to 
develop new 
understandings. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Responsibility, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
animals, plants, conservation, 
habitats, attitudes, 
environment 
 



4-5 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Through sharing experiences 
within our community we can 
learn about ourselves and 
others. 

LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Reflecting on our 

experiences helps us to 
understand ourselves and 
others.  

■ People have a 
responsibility when 
interacting with others 
within communities . 

■ Connections with the 
wider community helps us 
learn about each other. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Reflection, Responsibility, 
Connection 
 
Related concepts: 
community, relationships, 
family, friendships, identity, 
roles, diversity 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Spaces can be used in 
creative ways. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Physical spaces have 

characteristics and 
arrangements that can be 
used in different ways. 

■ Spaces can be 
transformed. 

■ People respond to spaces 
in different ways. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Change, 
Perspective 
 
Related Concepts: 
transformation, creativity, 
purpose,  
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Symbolic languages are a 
means of expression that 
may be enjoyed. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Experiences and 

imagination can inspire 
creativity. 

■ Different forms of arts are 
modes of expression. 

■ The creative process 
involves joining in, 
exploring and taking risks. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Perspective, Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
imagination, communication, 
creativity 

CENTRAL IDEA  
All living things go through a 
process of change. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Living things change over 

time. 
■ There are factors that 

affect life cycles. 
■ Ideas and explanations 

can be communicated in a 
variety of ways. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Change, Causation, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts:  
cycles, adaptation, animals, 
plants, seasons 
 

  

5-6 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Interactions influence our 
relationships. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Respecting other people's 

perspectives helps us to 
develop empathy. 

■ Our behaviour can have 
an impact on others. 

■ People have rights and 
responsibilities within 
different relationships. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 

CENTRAL IDEA 
New opportunities are a part 
of our personal journeys and 
support growth and change. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ People grow and change 

over time. 
■ New opportunities can 

lead to change. 
■ Reflecting on our 

experiences enables us to 
embrace new situations. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 

CENTRAL IDEA 
The process of creating 
provides opportunities to 
communicate meaning. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
 
■ People make meaning 

through the use of 
symbols. 

■ The arts are a means of 
communication and 
expression. 

■ In creating arts people 
make choices to construct 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Materials behave and interact 
in certain ways, which 
determine how people use 
them. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Materials can be classified 

by their behaviours. 
■ Materials can be selected 

to suit a purpose based on 
their properties. 

■ Changes in the properties 
of materials can be 
observed. 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Products can be created and 
developed by following a 
process. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Products are derived from 

a variety of sources. 
■ Products go through a 

process of creation. 
■ Products can be used, 

reused and repurposed 
responsibly. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Living things are connected 
and enrich life on Earth. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY  
■ Living things have 

characteristics and 
behaviours that can be 
described. 

■ Living things provide for 
other living things. 

■ People have a 
responsibility to 
demonstrate care for other 
living things. 



Causation, Perspective, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
relationships, attitudes, 
acceptance, communication, 
community, conflict, roles, 
feelings, consequences, 
rights 

Change, Causation, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
transformation, growth, 
chronology,  
 

meaning about the world 
around them.  

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Perspective, Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
imagination, communication, 
creativity 
 

 
 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Function, Change  
 
Related Concepts: changes 
of state, liquid, solids, 
properties and uses of 
materials 

Form, Causation, 
Responsibility  
 
Related Concepts: 
production, consumption, 
sustainability 
 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form,  Connection, 
Responsibility  
 
Related Concepts: 
interdependence, 
classification, animals, plants, 
conservation 

6-7 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Learning about cultures can 
help us understand ourselves 
and each other better. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Cultures recognise 

personal and important 
events and traditions. 

■ Finding out about 
important events and 
traditions can lead to an 
appreciation of our own 
and other cultures. 

■ Sharing cultural events 
and traditions can enrich 
our lives. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Perspective, 
Connection 
 
Related Concepts:  
culture, beliefs, values, 
traditions, identity, 
relationships 
 

CENTRAL IDEA  
Humans consider the 
physical environment when 
building shelters. 

 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Local and global 

environments have 
distinctive physical 
features. 

■ Physical environments 
influence the construction 
of shelters. 

■ The past and present are 
reflected in different types 
of shelters. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form. Causation, Change 
 
Related Concepts: 
geography, landscape, 
history 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Participation in the arts may 
provoke thoughts and 
emotions. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ The arts can communicate 

thoughts and feelings. 
■ There is a relationship 

between the artist and the 
audience. 

■ Applying a range of artistic 
strategies helps self 
expression. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Form, Perspective 
 
Related concepts: feelings, 
self expression, 
communication, 
representation, audience 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
People apply their 
understanding of energy to 
invent and create. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Energy can be used in 

daily life.. 
■ The scientific method 

helps construct 
understanding about 
energy. 

■ Understanding energy can 
enable people to invent 
and create. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Causation, 
Reflection, 
 
Related concepts: space, 
forms of energy (electrical, 
heat, light), transformation of 
energy. 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Public spaces provide people 
with opportunities to make 
connections and establish a 
sense of community. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Public spaces have 

characteristics that can be 
described. 

■ Public spaces have a 
purpose within a 
community. 

■ Public spaces can be used 
to create a sense of 
community. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Function, Connection,  
 
Related concepts: 
relationships, community, 
similarities, differences, 
locality, citizenship 

CENTRAL IDEA 
When interacting with natural 
habitats, humans make 
choices that may have an 
impact on other living things. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Living things depend on 

their habitat. 
■ Humans impact natural 

habitats. 
■ Responsible citizenship 

involves conservation and 
preservation of the local 
environment. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Connection, Causation, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: habitat, 
interdependence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Making informed choices can 
contribute to developing and 
maintaining a balanced and 
healthy lifestyle.  
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Exploration expands our 
knowledge and leads to new 
discoveries, opportunities and 
understandings. 
 

■ CENTRAL IDEA 

Ideas and experiences can 
be expressed as stories and 
shared through the arts. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 

CENTRAL IDEA 
People apply their 
understanding of forces to 
invent and create machines. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Communication systems 
enable local and global 
interactions. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Different strategies can be 
used to resolve conflict and 
maintain peace. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 



 
 
 
 
 
 

7-8 

LINES OF INQUIRY  
■ Different factor contribute 

to a balanced and healthy 
lifestyle. 

■ People have rights and 
responsibilities towards 
their own and others well 
being. 

■ Different sources of 
information can help us 
make choices. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Causation, Responsibility, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
balance, choice, influence, 
rights,  
 

LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ There are different 

motivations behind 
exploration. 

■ Explorers document and 
communicate their 
discoveries in different 
ways. 

■ Exploration can change 
our view of the world. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Causation, Function, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
exploration, discovery, 
geography, progress 
 

■ Stories can be interpreted 
and communicated 
through the arts. 

■ Artists apply a range of 
strategies to enable 
self-expression. 

■ Artists realise there is a 
dynamic connection 
between the audience and 
performer. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
 Function,  Connection 
 
Related Concepts: 
communication, 
interpretation, performance, 
audience,  

■ Different types of forces 
cause movement. 

■ Simple machines have 
different functions. 

■ Simple machines use 
forces in order to make life 
more enjoyable and or 
easier. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Function, Causation  
 
Related Concepts:  
forces, magnetism, gravity, 
mechanics, physics, impact, 
technological advances, 
consequences, sequences, 
impact 
 

■ Communication systems 
are developed to meet a 
need. 

■ People have a 
responsibility when 
sharing and connecting 
with others. 

■ Accessing and sharing 
information enables us to 
connect locally and 
globally. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Responsibility, 
Connection 
 
Related Concepts 
Interactions, access, 
systems, networks, digital 
citizenship 

■ People’s points of view 
may differ and this may 
influence their actions. 

■ There are different causes 
and resolutions of conflict. 

■ Relationships require 
nurturing. 

■  

KEY CONCEPTS 
Perspective, Causation, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts:  
conflict, cooperation, peace 
 

8-9 

CENTRAL IDEA 
The effective interactions 
between human body 
systems contribute to health 
and survival. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Organs and systems 

within the human body 
have a structure and a 
function. 

■ Body systems are 
interrelated. 

■ Choices we make affect 
our organ systems and in 
turn our overall health 

 
 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Connection, 
Responsibility 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
The past, present and future 
are shaped by the actions 
and ideas of people. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ People can influence the 

lives of others. 
■ Innovations and ideas 

have impacted the past, 
present and future. 

■ Ideas and actions are 
recorded and remembered 
in different ways. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
 Connection, Causation, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts:  
history, innovation, progress 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Culture can be articulated 
through the arts. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Artistic practices across 

cultures have similarities 
and differences. 

■ Cultural diversity can be 
interpreted  through the 
arts 

■ When experiencing arts, 
connections can be made 
between different cultures, 
places and times. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Connection, 
Perspective,  
 
Related Concepts: diversity, 
traditions, celebration, 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Earth experiences changes 
that can impact people and 
the environment. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ The Earth has distinctive 

features. 
■ Earth experiences long 

term and short term 
changes. 

■ Natural phenomena can 
affect people and the 
environment. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Change, Causation  
 
Related Concepts:  
geology, landscape, 
landforms, weather, impact, 
transformation 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Communities adapt to meet 
the needs of their population 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Communities serve 

different purposes. 
■ Communities adapt to and 

alter their environment to 
meet their needs. 

■ There is interdependence 
within and  between 
communities based on 
needs and resources. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Causation, 
Connection 
 
Related Concepts: 
networks, interdependence, 
community, needs, 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Biodiversity relies on 
maintaining the balance 
within and between systems. 

LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Ecosystems are made up 

of living and nonliving 
elements which depend on 
each other to survive.  

■ Imbalance within 
ecosystems has 
consequences. 

■ Communities and their 
citizens have a collective 
responsibility to care for 
their local environments. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Connection, Causation, 
Responsibility 
 



Related Concepts:  
biology, systems (digestive, 
nervous, respiratory, 
circulatory) interdependence, 
health, homeostasis 
 

entertainment, genres 
 

population, systems, 
geography 
 

Related concepts: 
biodiversity, conservation, 
ecosystems, habitat, plants, 
animals 

9-10 

CENTRAL IDEA 
A  person's identity is shaped 
by a range of factors that can 
influence beliefs, values and 
actions. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ A person's identity evolves 

as a result of many 
factors.  

■ Understanding beliefs and 
values helps us to 
understand and empathize 
with others. 

■ Healthy relationships are 
supported by the 
development and 
demonstration of 
constructive attitudes. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Connection, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts:  
beliefs, identity, religion, 
differences, similarities, 
acceptance, relationships, 
attitudes 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Historians can build stories of 
past civilizations and make 
connections to the present by 
interpreting evidence. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Historians use a range of 

factors to define 
‘civilization’ 

■ Historians construct 
meaning from evidence 

■ Past civilizations are 
connected and influence 
people today 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Perspective, 
Connection 
 
Related Concepts: 
civilization, interpretation, 
chronology, influence, 
local/global, description and 
explanation, cause and 
effect, system, similarities 
and differences 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
People can express ideas 
through the arts using a 
creative process. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Different art forms can be 

used to tell stories that 
express ideas and 
interests. 

■ People follow a process 
when exploring and 
creating narratives. 

■ Artists reflect and act on 
the responses to their 
creative work which 
provide opportunities for 
new and unusual thinking. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Perspective, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts: 
imagination, communication, 
expression, 
interpretation,creative 
process 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Societies can take advantage 
of the properties of materials. 

 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Materials, both natural and 

human-made, can be 
classified by their 
properties and behaviours. 

■ Materials can respond to 
processes of change. 

■ The properties of materials 
determines how they are 
manipulated and used 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Change, Function 
 
Related Concepts: 
properties of materials, 
gases, liquids, solids, 
categorisation, behaviour, 
uses of materials, changes of 
state, transformation, 
chemical and physical 
changes 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Economic activity relies on 
systems of production, 
exchange and consumption 
of goods and services. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Consumers purchase 

goods and services to 
meet their wants and 
needs. 

■ Supply and demand affect 
suppliers, goods, services 
and prices. 

■ Consumers and producers 
have responsibilities in the 
marketplace. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
 Function, Connection, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: markets, 
persuasion, needs and 
wants, goods and services, 
value, money, currency, 
price, production, profit/loss, 
employment, location, 
consumption, 
Interdependence, systems, 
supply and demand, scarcity, 
trade, consumer and 
producer, costs/benefits, 
exchange, banks (financial 
institutions), choice, 
responsibility (as consumers), 
decision making, ethics, 

CENTRAL IDEA 
The Earth has resources that 
need to be managed 
sustainably. 

 
LINES OF INQUIRY  
■ Natural resources are 

required to meet basic 
needs. 

■ Allocation and 
management of resources 
has consequences locally 
and globally. 

■ Scientific and 
technological 
developments have an 
impact on the 
management of finite 
resources. 

■ People have a custodial 
responsibility to support 
the sustainability of the 
earth's resources.  

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Causation, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
sustainability, conservation, 
consumption, distribution, 
resources, renewable and 
nonrenewable energy 
sources 



resources, competition 

10-11 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Changes people experience 
at different stages of their 
lives affect their evolving 
sense of self. 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Physical, social and 

emotional changes can 
affect evolving identities. 

■ Puberty can bring about 
physical, social and 
emotional changes. 

■ Self awareness can help 
us deal with situations of 
change and challenge  

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Causation, Change, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts:  
identity, self- image, 
well-being, feelings, choice, 
growth, biology, impact, 
consequences, responsibility 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Challenges and opportunities 
may lead to human migration. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Push and pull factors may 

lead to human migration 
■ Migration can lead to 

communities, cultures and 
individuals making 
adaptations.  

■ Migration affects 
communities, cultures and 
individuals in the short and 
long term. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Causation, Change, 
Connection 
 
Related Concepts:  
history, migration, conflict, 
progress, opportunities, 
challenges, risks, journeys, 
borders, settlements 
 

THE G5 EXHIBITION 
Overall Theme: 
People can use the arts to 
express an understanding of 
local issues to inspire action. 
 
CENTRAL IDEA/ LINES OF 
INQUIRY 
Through a collaborative 
process, students will write 
the central idea and lines of 
inquiry  

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Function, Change, 
Connection, Causation, 
Perspective, Responsibility, 
Reflection,  
  
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Energy may be stored, 
transformed and used to 
support human progress. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Energy appears in 

different forms. 
■ Energy is stored and 

transformed within a 
device or system. 

■ Scientific advances impact 
on how energy is used. 

 
KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Change, Function 
 
Related Concepts: 
transformation of energy, 
forms of energy, (electricity, 
heat, kinetic, light, potential, 
sound) technological 
advances 
 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Organisations bring people 
together to work towards a 
shared purpose. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ A shared purpose defines 

organisation. 
■ Systems exist within 

organisations to enable 
them to meet their 
purpose. 

■ People play a variety of 
roles within an 
organisation. 

■ Evaluation can assess the 
effectiveness of 
organisations. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Function, Responsibility, 
Reflection 
 
Related Concepts:  
role, systems, citizenship, 
values, cooperation, 
employment, governments, 
legislation, review 

CENTRAL IDEA 
Inequality can lead to 
different challenges for 
children worldwide. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY 
■ Children encounter 

opportunities and 
challenges around the 
world. 

■ Challenges and 
opportunities are 
responded to in different 
ways. 

■ Individuals groups and 
societies have 
responsibilities towards 
promoting equality. 

 

KEY CONCEPTS 
Form, Perspective, 
Responsibility 
 
Related Concepts: 
 rights, equity, citizenship, 
education, poverty 

 


